On the Following of Christ

United in Faith
1. [Exhortatio] We exhort the brothers to rediscover the richness of our liturgical life in common as an essential part of our Dominican life (cf. LCO 63). Each community should celebrate the liturgy as an expression of living faith and an act of preaching, taking into account the following criteria:
a. The celebration of the liturgy is an expression of the life of the Church and the unity of the brothers. The mere fulfilment of rubrics does not of itself assure this truth.
b. Our liturgical celebration must take root in the on-going liturgical tradition of the Church, and of the Order and its own elements, keeping into account the criteria for the renovation of the liturgy from Vatican II, subsequent directives from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, and the directions of the International Commission for the Liturgy of the Order.
c. Our Constitutions remind us that the Conventual Mass is the clearest sign of our unity in the Church and in the Order; therefore “it is preferable that the Conventual Mass be concelebrated” by the priestly brothers (LCO 59 § II).
b. Preaching should be included in the Conventual Mass or other liturgical celebrations to foster the sharing of our faith.
2. [Petitio] We petition all Provinces and Vicariates to inform the President of the International Liturgical Commission of the Order on what progress they have made in the translation of the Proprium Ordinis Praedicatorum (ACG 2010 Rome: 75 §§ 1-3), and to report even if no progress has been made.
3. [Exhortatio] Our personal prayer is rooted in common prayer and our common prayer in personal prayer. We exhort all the brothers to keep in mind the value of individual and prayerful reading of the Word of God (cf. LCO 66 § I), keeping in mind the motto of the Order contemplata aliis tradere and not forgetting that “aliis” means first of all our own brothers in community.
4. [Commendatio] In order to provide for spaces of renewal and healing for our fraternal relations, we recommend that all communities include at least once a year a time of communal reconciliation among the brothers (ACG 2010 Rome: 62 § 5; ACG 2007 Bogotá: 192; ACG 2004 Krakow: 221).
5. [Petitio] From the example of the life of the apostles found in the Scriptures, St. Augustine says that “the chief motivation for your sharing life together is to live harmoniously in the house and to have one heart and one soul seeking God” (Rule of St. Augustine chapter 1). The contemporary thrust to polarization in political, social, cultural, economic and many other spheres presents a challenge to our commitment to this apostolic life. We petition all communities in the Order to dedicate a regular chapter meeting within the next six months to revising their life in common in view of our call to be of one heart and soul against this present ill of polarization. In particular the following questions should be considered:
a. Does the present practice in the community seek the common good, or does it mirror the pursuit of political parties to prove themselves right and their contraries wrong for the sake of gaining office?
b. In our community deliberations, do we often make use of our procedure in order to exclude our competitors rather than to let our decisions be the result of a search for the common wisdom and the seeking out of mutual understanding?
c. Do we seek in our communities to enter into mutual understanding through dialogue with open hearts and a firm commitment to understand and consider one another, or do we manipulate the structures to get what one group of brothers thinks is right?

6. [Commissio]  We commission the Master of the Order to have St. Francisco Coll y Guitart, O.P. inserted into the Liturgical Calendar of the Order on May 19, with the rank of obligatory memorial, and to have St. Zdislava of Lemberk inserted into the Liturgical Calendar of the Order, insofar as this has not been done, on  January 4, with the rank of obligatory memorial.  This legislation does not prevent Provinces from requesting permission to celebrate these saints on other days, should their celebration be impeded by a local saint.

Mission as Community
7. [Petitio] We petition the Master of the Order to write a letter on the subject of the community project.
8. [Petitio] We petition all brothers to take heed of the need for their active and responsible participation in the building of our life in common by integrating individual apostolic initiatives into the framework of their community project.
9. [Exhortatio] Our vows ask us to go beyond the natural instinct for self-preservation and continually follow the command of Christ to “go, sell all you have … then come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21). In this spirit, we exhort all brothers who are leading our initiatives in ministry always to remember that they use their gifts and talents for the common mission of the Order. 
10. [Exhortatio] We exhort Priors Provincial to ensure that provincial ministerial commitments be structured and executed so that, while they may depend on the personality and gifts of some particular friar, they can be handed over graciously when appropriate.
11. [Commendatio] In order to foster the greatest participation of brothers in common life, we recommend that all communities, in their development of the community project, take special care to respect the needs of the ministries of the brothers when scheduling liturgy, chapters and other community functions. In the same way individual brothers should always consider their responsibilities to common life when scheduling their ministries.
12. [Exhortatio] In order to favour the participation of all of our friars in common life, we exhort all Provincials and Vicars Provincial to consider whether they should restructure their presence in their territories with a view to enabling brothers who live alone, or in smaller communities in proximity to one another, to move into larger communities or convents. 
13. [Ordinatio] We ordain that all Priors Provincial and Vicars Provincial, with their respective councils, and in accordance with LCO 32 § II, establish and implement norms to be followed in regard to those friars who repeatedly refuse to hand over their income to the community in spite of fraternal correction (cf. ACG 2004 Krakow: 238). 
14. [Ordinatio] We ordain that all Priors Provincial and Vicars Provincial review every year the situation of brothers who have been outside community for long periods of time, taking into account the Constitutions of the Order and Canon Law.

Care for our Vulnerable
15. [Exhortatio] We exhort all Provinces, Vice Provinces and Vicariates to develop policies and seek to procure sufficient means to tend to, accompany and care for elderly and sick brothers. Beside professional accompaniment, the spiritual and fraternal presence of the brothers to them must not be lacking (ACG 2007 Bogotá: 173-175).
16. [Petitio] We petition all communities to take into account in their community project those elderly brothers who have the capacity to remain at least partially active in the ministry of preaching and teaching, and to value the wisdom they bring from a life of experience in the preaching mission of the Order. 
17. [Ordinatio] We ordain that all Provinces, at their next Chapter, verify that their policies are in accordance with ACG 2004 Krakow: 232-236, ACG 2007 Bogotá: 181-184 and ACG 2010 Rome: 71 regarding the questions of the affective health and addictions of the Brothers.

Co-operator Brothers
18. [Declaratio] We declare that the identity of the Order as a “clerical order” (The Fundamental Constitution § VI) does not imply that all its members are clerics. The contemporary promotion of the Co-operator Brother vocation is an opportunity to break down all forms of clericalism contrary to our fraternal life, rather than to clericalise the Co-operator Brother vocation.
19. [Gratiarum Actio] We commend all brothers involved in the “Dominican Co-operator Brother Study” for their commitment to rejuvenating this vital vocation in the Order.
[bookmark: _GoBack]20. [Exhortatio] We exhort Priors to encourage and support the communal reflection of the final report produced by the “Dominican Co-operator Brother Study” (cf. Relatio de Statu Ordinis of the Master of the Order, 2013: 113).

