On Studies

All Friars

1. [Exhortatio] We exhort all friars to mark this time of jubilee by renewing their study of the life-giving Word of God, remembering particularly the Gospel of St Matthew and the Letters of St Paul.

2. [Exhortatio] We exhort each local community and each friar to take time to prepare a programme of study linked to their ministry of salvation (cf. LCO 76) in the context of the Jubilee. 

Provincial Centres of Studies

3. [Commissio] We commission all the Regents of Studies and the superiors of Provinces and Vicariates in each region to meet together at least once before the General Chapter of 2016 in order to study, and implement where possible, the kinds of concrete collaboration needed in that region. Keeping in mind LCO 91, this may entail the amalgamation of centres, as well as the diversification of academic courses and programmes amongst the centres of study and other Dominican academic institutes in the region, including online and distance learning, and perhaps other measures (cf. ACG 2010 Rome: 89-92). This reconfiguration of our centres of study should foster the foundation of centres for specialized studies and research within the regions where there are none, enriching with the diverse cultural perspectives of the Order the intellectual contribution expected of us by the Church and society. This process is expected also to provide for a better distribution of our human, library, financial, building, and administrative resources, a better student enrolment and, most of all, a focused objective of each Dominican centre of studies.

4. [Commissio] We commission the Permanent Commission for the Promotion of Studies in the Order to facilitate and supervise this process, based on what was ordained to that Commission by the Chapter of Rome 2010 (ACG 2010 Rome: 97; 100). A report of this process of regional reconfiguration of our centres of study must be presented to the Socius for Intellectual Life, in time for him to prepare his own report for the 2016 General Chapter.

5. [Petitio] We ask the Socius for Intellectual Life to keep the regents and the provincials informed about the work of the Permanent Commission for the Promotion of Studies. We ask him to organize a virtual network that will allow all the regents of the Order to keep in touch and to develop common projects.

6. [Ordinatio] We ordain that provincial centres of study make comprehensive academic documentation available to their provincials, provincial councils, and the provincial commissions for intellectual life when requested to do so. Where appropriate, these should include independent reports by peer academics in comparable institutions, and clarification of any relationships entered into with accrediting bodies.

7. [Petitio] We petition the Master of the Order, in his visitation of entities where a Provincial Centre of Studies has been established (cf. LCO 91-2), to ensure that appropriate and adequate procedures of academic appraisal have been set in place in relation to such centres. 

8. [Commendatio] We recommend that, in the task of renewing our study life and mission, the Socius for Intellectual Life, the Regents of Studies, Moderators and Conventual Lectors take into account the participation of members of all the branches of the Dominican family, including in teaching, research and administration. Their contribution is especially important in our provincial centres of study and in the institutions under the immediate jurisdiction of the Master of the Order.

9. [Ordinatio] We ordain that all Provinces and Vicariates that do not have Dominican Centres of initial formation make sure to provide for all their students in formation the necessary supplementary education in relation to the spiritual, philosophical and theological heritage of the Order.

10. [Ordinatio] We ordain that, before the General Chapter of 2016, each Province prepare a new or revised programme of studies for co-operator brothers, taking into account the forthcoming final report of the “Dominican Co-operator Brothers Study”, the diversity of ministries of the co-operator brothers, and the vision articulated by the Second Vatican Council (cf. Perfectae Caritatis 18).

11. [Commissio] We commission the Master of the Order to incorporate a program of studies for the co-operator brothers into the coming revision of the Ratio Studiorum Generalis (cf. ACG 2010 Rome: 100.3).

12. [Exhortatio] Recognizing that scientific research is an important part of the culture of study in our Order, we exhort Provincials and Regents of Studies to support gifted brothers who wish to pursue scientific specialization and dedicate themselves to research. Specialization and research in areas other than theology are to be encouraged. Brothers working in research are called to use their expertise to enrich the life of study in the Order. They are also invited to make use of their specialized knowledge in appropriate forms of their apostolate. 

13. [Petitio] We ask the different centres of study in the Order to take into account the new forms of digital media, especially in their theological and philosophical studies, in collaboration with the General Promoter of Social Communications and the OPTIC network (Order of Preachers for Technology, Information and Communication).

14. [Exhortatio] Given the importance of the transformations taking place in the religious landscape, we exhort Provincials and Regents of Studies to support the study of ecumenical and inter-religious dialogues in their entities, and to form brothers specialized in this field. (cf. Ratio Studiorum Generalis 21).


Academic Institutions under the Master of the Order

15. [Gratiarum actio] We wish to thank the brothers that serve in the École Biblique et Archéologique Française, the theological faculty at Fribourg University, the Historical Institute, the Leonine Commission, and the Pontifical University of St Thomas (“Angelicum”) in Rome. We are glad to recognize their important theological contribution to the intellectual life of the Order, the Church, and the world.

Recruitment of New Professors

16. [Commendatio] The houses and institutions under the immediate jurisdiction of the Master of the Order all face the same structural problem in finding new professors, not being the responsibility of specific provinces. Because the Order values the work of these institutions, we strongly recommend that Superiors and Regents of Studies encourage the intellectual specialization of any gifted student, especially in academic fields where these institutions have been successfully working for the mission of the Order and the Church.

17. [Petitio] We ask that each of the institutions under the immediate jurisdiction of the Master of the Order build relationships with the Provinces including closer collaboration between directors of these institutes, and the individual Provincials and Regents of Studies in order to advance their mission. This requires generosity in the perspective of the international mission of the Order. In addition, the institutions concerned must make themselves attractive to new professors and researchers. We petition the Master of the Order to assist the directors in seeking new professors and researchers for the renewal of these institutions. 


École Biblique et Archéologique Française, Jerusalem

18. [Exhortatio] In order to renew the mission of the École Biblique et Archéologique Française and in response of the request of the chapter of Rome (cf. ACG 2010 Rome 110) the Master of the Order has developed a strategic plan in collaboration with the École Biblique. We exhort the École Biblique to continue the implementation of this strategic plan, adopted in 2012. We further exhort the École Biblique to proceed with the development of the project “La Bible en Ses Traditions” (BEST). 

Fribourg

19. [Ordinatio] Our mission in Fribourg is a project of collaboration by institutions under the immediate jurisdiction of the Master of the Order (couvent Saint Albert-le-Grand “Albertinum” and the Faculty of Theology) and the Province of Switzerland (couvent Saint-Hyacinthe and the studentate). Fribourg is an important place for the Order for both initial formation and post-graduate academic studies in Philosophy and Theology in the Dominican tradition. In order to strengthen the mission of the Order in Fribourg and in response to the request of the chapter of the Swiss Province (2010) for closer collaboration between the two convents of the Order in Fribourg, we ordain the Master of the Order and the Provincial of the Swiss Province to establish a commission with a view to the unification of the couvent Saint-Hyacinthe and the couvent Saint Albert-le-Grand. 

The Historical Institute

20. [Commissio] In the context of the Jubilee of 2016, we commission the Master of the Order to renew the Historical Institute. This renewal will take into account various aspects of the present situation, including the housing of the Historical Institute and its library in the facilities of the PUST, the archives of the Order at Santa Sabina, and the on-going publications of the Institute. The Jubilee will also be an occasion to consider increased participation in, and preparation of, colloquia and conferences. It can be envisaged that facilities will be available for students and scholars to visit the Institute to do research. This renewal is to be completed by the opening of the General Chapter in 2016, and a report submitted to that chapter.
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21. [Ordinatio] As the viability of the Pontifical University of St Thomas Aquinas (PUST) in Rome becomes increasingly less certain, there is a serious concern about the University’s future. There is an urgent need of restructuring. We ordain that the Rector continue and accelerate the restructuring that is necessary for the sustainability and renewed flourishing of the University with the support of the Master of the Order. This restructuring must include clarity about the mission of the University, its financial planning, fundraising, renewal of the faculties, their programmes, their teaching staff and the recruitment of students. A process has already begun, including the revision of the statutes guided by the Master of the Order in response to the Chapter of Rome (ACG 2010 Rome: 120; cf. ACG 2010 Rome 118). The Rector should complete this restructuring by June 2015. 

22. [Commissio] We commission the Master of the Order, as Grand Chancellor, to implement the revised statutes immediately after their approval by the Holy See.

23. [Petitio] We ask that the Master of the Order and the Rector of the PUST keep in mind the centres of studies of the Order affiliated or aggregated to the faculties of the PUST.


Other Entities

University of Santo Tomas

24. [Gratulatio] Upon the 400th anniversary of the Pontifical University of Santo Tomas in Manila, we congratulate the brothers of the Province of Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary and the Province of the Philippines for having nurtured and developed the University into a comprehensive university that is unique in the Order and that continues to play a major role in the growth of the Church and the Order in Asia. 

Societas Editorum Dominicanorum

25. [Gratulatio] We acknowledge with joy and further encourage the work of all the Dominican publishing houses that are members of the Societas Editorum Dominicanorum, following their fifth assembly hosted by the Editions du Cerf in Paris, May 2013.
