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It was very intersting to read your hesitation between the chant and polyphonic version of the 
Popule meus. I think, it is primarily not a music problems but is linked with the liturgical 
function of the piece. I suppose you all know Popule meus only in its Tridentine function. 
When the Ecce lignum is over, the celebrant, assictance, and congregation starts the 
procession of adoration, in the meanwhile the choir is singing the Popule as an impressive 
music for keeping up the feeling of devotion, or giving food to the meditation. Anyway, here 
the Improperia is a background-music.  
 
In the medieval ceremony its position was different. It was sung while the Cross was brought 
into the church by a priest, (and if he was not capable singer along with one another singer) 
with two and young men (in most cases to to-be-priests) who preceded the Cross with candles 
in their hand. Furtheremore, in the Middle Ages Christ appeared as a High Priest: the Cross 
was not veiled, but the Corpus was vested (in a red casula!) The procession stopped three 
times and the priest/singer (= Christ himself on the Cross) addressed his people with the 
Impropria. The reaction of the faithful was expressed in the invocations sung by two young 
men. The invocation of the venerable ancient Trishagion was an answer to Christ’s word, and 
expressed astonishment, latreia, and gratiarum actio, and not only as the voice of those present 
but of the universal Church, East and West.  
 
The procession is described in an Ordinary Book this way:  
 

After the prayers the clergy with the bishop and the deacons in his retinue descend to the 
Holy Cross altar. In the meantime two canons putting on red chasuble bring from the 
sacristy the cross covered with red chasuble with a pacificale on the chest and one of 
them sings slowly Popule meus while two young men (procedentes) putting on red 
dalmatics on top of the bare surplice walk in front of them with lighted candles; and 
these young men sing after each verse of Popule meus: "Agios o Theos". The choir 
repeats after them: "Sanctus Deus, Sanctus fortis". Walking slowly with the cross, they 
proceed to the bishop at the Holy cross altar. After having finished Popule meus with all 
of its verses the bishop and two canons raise the cross and he sings in a lamentable 
voice: Ecce lignum crucis. The choir continues with In quo salus mundi. While doing 
so, they slightly remove the chasuble from the cross. The bishop sings Ecce lignum 
crucis a second time, raising his voice a bit higher and unveiling the cross even more. 
The bishop sings Ecce lignum crucis a third time in a similar way, raising his voice 
sorrowfully and unveiling also the front of cross completely. The choir continues with In 
quo salus mundi together with the verse Beati immaculati. And the bishop salutes and 
kisses the cross while the choir sings Dum fabricator mundi. And the canons also salute 
and kiss the cross in the order of age. Likewise the whole clergy while the children sing: 
Crux fidelis 
 

(Parenthetically: the Dum fabricator mundi is one of the most moving and magnificent 
medieval chants!) 
 
About a thirty years ago in Hungary this precession has been restored in a form suitable also 
for the small churches, too. The rubrics and melodies are as follows: 
 



A singer vested in albs, with the Holy Cross in hands enter the church. (Or: the Cross is 
carried by the diacon and if is unable to sing, a singer comes behind him.) Before the Cross 
proceed to acolyths with candles and two young singers or two couple of singers (one 
“Greek” and one “Latin”; the task can be done even by children with good voice)¸ they 
precede the Cross on its right and left. The the first station is at farthest point of the church. 
The singer recites the first section, after that all kneel down and the children answer with the 
invocation in Greek and Latin, then congregation in vernacular. Similarly the second and third 
verses are sung at the second and third stations (in the middle of the church and near to the 
sanctuary). Then the singer or diacon gives the Cross over to the celebrant who sings the Ecce 
crucis with the response of the congregation, unveiling it in the usual way. If the celebrant has 
difficulties with the gregorian tune, he may lifts up the Cross, while two singers on the right 
and left (with about 2 meter far from the celebrants) sing the Ecce lignum, showing with 
extended arms and closed palms to the Cross (cf. the figures of the two Johns in medieval 
great Crucifixes).  
 
Thinking on the simple city, town or just village churches we need also a simple music setting 
(in great part in vernacular so that the complaint of Christ addresses directly the congregation: 
YOU, my people, think on what I did with you and how you returned it with your sins!). I do 
know, that the melody is poorer than the Liber Usualis version reproduced in your homepage. 
But is it not better to sing the liturgical text on a simple liturgical tune, than to sing “alius 
cantus aptus” INSTEAD? And it is an advantage, that the text and meaning can this way 
attain the listeners directly. 
 
I cannot reproduce you this melody in pdf form, so I mark the notes with letters; they can be 
transcribed easily. Since the Hungarian text is alien for you, I mark the sections with citing 
the Latin text. What is in capital, is sung, in fact, in Greek/Latin. Underlined = more note on 
one syllable. 
 
Motives to the verses:  
Motive 1:        GGG ...     AB(flat)A   G 
Motive 2:        FFF...        EFG   G  
Motive 3:        GGG...  FE    D  
Motive 4:        DDD...  EDC  C 
Motive 5: C E GGG...     AB(flat)A   G 
 
Verses (with reference numbers of the motives): 
I. Popule meus 1 
quid feci tibi? 2 
aut in quo constristavi te? 3 
responde mihi. 4 
Quia eduxi te de terra Aegypti: 5 
parasti curcem Salvatori tuo. 2    
HAGIOS. SANCTUS. SZENT. 
 
II. Quia eduxi te per desertum quadraginta annis, 3 
et manna cibavi te, 4 
et introduxi in terram satis optimam, 5 
arasti cruces Salvatori tuo. 2 
HAGIOS. 
 



III. Quid ultra debui facere tibi, 1 
et non feci, 2 
ego quidem plantavi te vineam meam speciosissimam, 3 
et tu faca es mnihi nimis amara; 4 
aceto namqwue sitim meam potasti, 5 
et lancea perforasti latus Salvatori tuo. 2 
HAGIOS. 
 
Invocations (Singers 1-2. alternatively, the last note of each can be sustained during the reply)  
1. HAGIOS HO THEOS!  (GGG  FGA G) 
2. SANCTUS DEUS!   (GGG  FGA G) 
 
1. HAGIOS ISCHYROS!  (GGG  FGA G) 
2. SANCTUS FORTIS! (GGG  FGA G) 
 
1. HAGIOS ATHANATOS, ELEISON IMAS!  
(GGG AB(flat)A  G / G G F D FGA  G)  
2. SANCTUS IMMORTALIS MISERERE NOBIS! (the same melody)  
 
Congregation: SZENT AZ ISTEN!  (GGG  FGA G) 
SZENT ÉS ERŐSSÉGES!  (GGG  FGA G) 
SZENT ÉS HALHATATLAN, IRGALMAZZ NÉKÜNK!  
GGG AB(flat)A G / G F D FGA G 
 
Celebrant: Ecce lignum... Congregation: Venite...  (according to the GradRom) 
or simple melody (an invitatory tone) either in Latin or vernacular: 
 
Celebrant: ECCE LIGNUM CRUCIS, (FFF.... FG  F) 
IN QUO SALUS /MUNDI PEPENDIT (FFF   G F G GA  A)   
Congregation: VENITE ADOREMUS!  (A F GA GF G G F)  
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [432.000 648.000]
>> setpagedevice


