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(Christ,
Congquerer of death,
Extends His immortal hands,
And bestows upon a
Redeemed World
The Blessings of Life
Which no longer
Knows death.
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CAECILIA

The Editor Writes:

You Are Risen With Christ

The feast of Easter is per-
vaded by an unusual atmosphere.
Unusual indeed, because at no
other time, even at Christmas, are
we filled with such a deep feel-
ing which is as inescapable as
it is difficult to express in words.
It seems as if something had happened somewhere in
the history of man which prompts him to rise with the
certainty that life triumphs. Even in a day wherein
that historical background is no longer recognized
by all, the whole world (formerly Christian) celebrates
this triumph by some kind of sunrise services. Though
he has renounced the faith in the Resurrection of Him
Who is the Life, man cannot abdicate the long-rooted
feeling that Life remains forever. Such universal
assurance in the idea of resurrection would remain
unexplained but for the mystery of Christ’s rising
from the dead. For the natural gravitation of all
created beings on earth is towards death, the inevitable
decay of the matter, from which life cannot possibly
be resumed again. The power of God Himself was
necessary to achieve resurrection in one Man, the Son
of God; and to incorporate it into the destiny of all
mankind. Henceforth, human life will decay, and man
will die; but from that death he will rise for an
immortal and endless span. Needless to say, the
mystery of man’s resurrection has tremendously
changed the outlook of our life, for death is no longer
the end, but the threshold of an added and definitive

immortality.

ﬁLLELUIh

There would be no justification for writing about
the mystery of Resurrection, unless it should contain
some solution for the issues of Sacred Music. Besides
its supernatural implications proper, the dual mystery
of death and of new life wholly permeates the condi-
tions of Christian life and creates a definite mentality
toward the Christian way of life. Since the Resur-
rection of Christ, nay because of the Resurrection of
Christ, the falls, the losses, the destructions of all sorts
which are experienced by man, become a part of his
resurrection. In the individual Christian as well as in
the Church, everything can rise again; and to this
power of rising, there is no limit.
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It is true as well of the restoration of Sacred
Music. For the feast of Easter contains that energy,
that inspiration, that renewed impulse which can turn
our musical decay into a new blossoming. Sacred
Music being a part of the organic life of Christianity,
it can be lost as it can be recovered. In fact, it has
been lamentably lost; and therefore, it can be restored.
The possibility of a musical rebirth in the Church is
as evident as all the energizing power of the Resurrec-
tion of Christ. It is up to us to have faith in it, and
to assume the responsibilities flowing from that faith.
For the restoration of Sacred Music is, in a certain
way, a part of the total resurrection.

Deeply moved by this conviction, we feel it a
privilege to present the readers of Caecilia our most
sincere greetings on the occasion of the anniversary
of the Resurrection of Our Lord. These greetings
are rather a hopeful wish strengthened by prayer, that
the solemnity of solemnities may bring about among
us the long desired restoration of liturgical music as
Pius X visioned it in his synthesis of universal recapitu-
lation in Christ. Up to this issue, at the beginning
of our editorial task, we felt that the situation should
be met with frankly and openly. We did not hesitate
to trace the evil unto its roots; and we made no secret
that things musical were in bad shape with us. It is
evident to every reader of this review that the Catholic
Church has suffered, for a long period of three cen-
turies, a musical loss which is as well a Christian loss.
It is a criminal tragedy, an unbelievable treason of
one’s most precious heritage, a thoughtless denying
of an active factor of Christian life. And all this looks
darker yet in the background of glorious liturgical
ages gone into oblivion. Today, even this tableaux
of sad dereliction is unable to dampen the inner
assurance which comes to us from the Easter Sun,
Jesus Christ risen from the dead. We profess such an
unshakeable confidence in the conquering power of
His Resurrection, that we know that it shoots forth
all the opportunities of a restoration, nay right here
in America. And would to Christ that all readers of
Caecilia profess the same enthusiasm as our Easter
greetings to them manifest. In Christ risen Sacred
Music can be restored; but in Christ alone will it
revive. To this task of musical resurrection we invite
all who share in some way or other the task of bring-
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ing Christ to the people. May the clergy, too, long
unaware of the place which music holds in the sancti-
fication of souls, become conscious of their positive
responsibility; may each parish church, reecho again
the praises of God for which it was built. May reli-
gious communities renounce more willingly some par-
ticularist customs which have estranged them from
being the Catholic “voice” by excellence; may reli-
gious teachers and missionaries take active part in the
musical education of the Faithful. At last, may the
appointed musicians of the Church, organists and choir-
masters, give themselves to the fulfillment of their
mission, amid discouraging signs and omens, animated
by a living faith in the restoring power of the Resur-
rection of the Master. Let us all, all of us, share the
faith in the risen Christ which will some day realize
the eatly vision of Pius X in 1903.

What we would like to call the “spirit of the
Resurrection in that restoration of Sacred Music”
demands from us some special qualities. It should
manifest itself more as a faith than as a passing
sentiment. We would invite first our readers to deepen
their consciousness of the relationship between the
Resurrection of Christ and the reform of Sacred
Music. It is not just a beautiful idea, it is a reality.
If so, it calls for an adherence of the soul which
transcends the spirit of routine, the matter-of-fact atti-
tude, which spoils so much of our work. Only in
prayer and meditation and in recollected thought can
a church-musician acquire such a consciousness. Then,
let us translate our conviction into action. A passive
inertia is of no help to the faith. The latter, if it is
true, demands a will to act. We mean a resolved
attitude to accept whatever difficult task is ours, and
to go to work. Let us not forget a real unity between
us; for the restoration of Sacred Music is a deposit of
Christ immortal given to His Mystical Body. There is
much more than mere curiosity in knowing each other,
in learning from the experiences of our co-workers, in
encouraging their efforts. There is the tightening of
an inner bond by which the efforts of all will become
that unbreakable lever which in turn will make Sacred
Music rise again.

May we mention at last that time of war is in many
ways a time of resurrection. The fear of financial
shortage, the disillusions of a wrecked mankind, the
actual obstacles, all that may tempt us to give up or
to wait in saddened loneliness. But knowing that

Christ has positive plans of restoration while the
sacrifice is offered, we should select this very time as
the appointed date of our musical rebirth. The power
of the Resurrection works with unhampered freedom
when the souls are losing one by one the illusions of
life. We have never forgotten the spectacle which
wounded but victorious France gave in 1921 at the
National Congress of Sacred Music held in Tourcoing.
There, seventeen Bishops, representative groups of
the whole clergy, church-musicians matured ‘in the
trenches, crowds of a purified faithful, gave during a
whole week a demonstration of faith in the resurrec-
tion of Sacred Music as we have never witnessed.
It was the clarion call which, heard all over the soil
of “sweet France,” decided upon the many beautiful
local restorations accomplished in the nation. We
would like to think, in this Easter of 1942 that
America, conqueror of that atrocious war which we
must suffer, will see soon the day when its priests, its
religious, its nuns, its musicians, its faithful, will
launch a definite movement for the restoration of
Sacred Music. If there is one fruit we desire from this
Easter of war, it is that all of us learn again to sing
Christ risen from the dead. We are at war; maybe
because we (as well as the whole world) have cheated
Christ out of the songs we owed Him. We are at
war; but let this Easter of war-time make us rise
again to sing to Him the songs of Sion.

It would be of little avail to present our readers
with Easter greetings, if those should not materialize
in our daily toil. It will be well now to descend from
the high considerations which included Sacred Music
into the great scope of the Resurrection, and to
mention some of the practical ways by which the
spirit of Easter can permeate our artistic task. It is
not difficult to understand in what general way the
energies of Christ’s Resurrection can rejuvenate liturgi-
cal music. Those resurgent energies, as it were, are
imbedded in the music of the Church itself; for it is
the immortality of Christ which through the ages, in-
spired it, gave it birth, made it grow, and communi-
cated to our Catholic treasures unsurpassed accents.
Therefore, the way to resurrection means funda-
mentally a return to our musical tradition, an appreci-
ation of our own art. Sacred Music has in itself
the power to revive, provided that far from preventing
it from reviving we consent to listen again to its strains,
and to use them as the expression of our Christian
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life. In most simple terms, it can be said that the
revival of the true spirit of our music is the spirit of
resurrection. How can we practice this? We suggest
at random:

1. The study of music is the path to its apprecia-
tion. We all can enjoy music to a certain extent; but
the portals of its sanctuary are closed to those who
are not interested to discover what lies beyond. Much
of our musical activity has been perhaps superficial
and looking only into the easy aspects of the art. The
appalling indifference of many church-musicians for
the refined melodies of the Church has no better
explanation than a lack of ambition to study. A leader
must study. Only to earnest research will music sur-
render its secrets; the more so if it happens to be
religious music. Let the choir-master and the teacher
equip themselves with the most comprehensive knowl-
edge that circumstances permit. Let them in particular
heighten themselves to the full comprehension of what
religious expression means. It means looking deep into
the matter, free from pride and prejudices; it means
submission of artistic ideals to religious mysteries.

2. In connection with a better musical knowledge
and its religious implications, we would recommend
all church-musicians, nay all priests and religious, to
give more attention to the master-works of music in
general. Remember that among the infinite variety
of musical works, the Catholic and religious root is
still living. Whether musical works bear the mark of
their religious origin, whether they revolt against it,
it makes our musical appreciation the keengr, and the
Catholic musical position the stronger. The resurgence
of music today, from the ashes of depressed and
agnostic modernism, is nothing less than a return to
Catholic background. Why not derive from this move-
ment a benefit both for ourselves and for those whom
we want to lead back to the Songs of Mother Church?

3. A particular effort is suggested in favor of the
sacred Chant. We do not advise so much a sale “en
bloc” of the Chant, which at times seems inopportune
and unintelligent, but an approach to understand its
beauties. The freshness of the mystery of Christ’s life
immortal and our own immortality is nowhere so
delightfully evident than in those aged songs. Our
task is to rediscover this “delight”” The modern
concept of music is fundamentally noisy, gross, excited,
proud; the sentiment of the Chant is pure, simple,
contemplative, calm, and humble. The feeling for
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such unearthly beauty will need a large group of
leaders who have imbibed very deeply this spirit, the
spirit of things spiritual, of things immortal, antici-
pated here on earth in the music of the Eucharist.

4. Of course, no resurrection is possible if our
musical activity is not motivated by an unbounded
conviction that we are fulfilling a mission. It is not
so much a spreading the love of music, as a lifting of
those entrusted to our care to the level of Christian
resurrection and life. Our teaching music, our leading
music, our writing music, our performing music, should
be the impulsive outlet of a clear vision that Christ’s
resurrection is the highest pulse which has ever
animated music. It is a high mission, as such not
universally estimated, and often underestimated. Ex-
trinsic obstacles are of no great importance, as long
as the appointed musical leaders remain staunch in
their conviction. The resurrection of Sacred Music
demands uncompromising men of music, pioneers who
neverlook behind, workers whom no fatigue can stop,
lovers of beauty whom no materialism can benumb.

5. It is easy to conclude from the foregoing, that
our contact with all subordinates must be the contact
of a radiating apostle. Even though our musical
position should provide a means of livelihood, the
mercenary spirit should never be allowed to give to our
work the appearances of another business. The Choir,
this much maligned and suffering body, can revive in
the spirit of Easter only if another immortal Christ,
we mean an apostolic leader, leads them back to
music as a shepherd accompanies his flock. No
musicianship will replace the absence of this outstand-
ing quality; because the musical message can only be
heard if it is given as the message of life immortal.

6. We have pointed out more than once that the
Choir is today not enough a spiritual group consciously
contributing to the life of the modern parish. There
is too much resignation to bear with a choir of
fortune (or alas, of misfortune) trying to maintain
as best it can a parochial High Mass. If the leader
is truly imbued with the spirit of leadership herewith
advocated, there should grow among the singers grad-
ually an interest for the spiritual privilege of belonging
to the choir, and for being appointed to voice the
devotion of the faithful towards Christ. Therein
precisely lies the resurrection of our parish-choirs; and
as long as this is not accomplished, our choirs remain

in the shadow of death.
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7. If the leader is animated by apostolic fire and
the Choir shows the signs of a spiritual response, it
will be relatively easy to restore among us an active
desire to learn music. The lazy ignorance which has
kept the Choir satisfied with a narrow experience of
inferior music will give place to an ambition to dis-
cover the radiant beauty of the spiritual songs of the
Church, and the marvelous blending of true polyphony.
From then on, the Choir will want to know more,
to gain a broader experience, to show itself more alert
and efficient. It lives again.

The spirit of the Resurrection is traditionally
represented in some of the churches of the Old World
by a glorious figure of Christ dominating the sanctuary

by its size and its lines. A continuation of this tra-
dition is found today at St. Meinrad’s Abbey, Indiana,
where Dom Gregory de Witte, O. S. B., has designed
above the Altar a triumphant and majestic Christ of
some 30 feet. Nothing suggests more appropriately
the close of this writing: the business of Sacred Music
must share in the energies of the mystery of the
Resurrection. To that effect, Christ rises from the
dead, and all that His rising implies, must rejuvenate
all musical activities of the Church. May the immor-
tality of Christ remain the central inspiration, the
commanding force of the reform in which Clergy,
Religious Orders, and Laity have their definite place.
Dead we were; but now we live in the Lord Jesus.

D. E. V.

Missionary and Composer

Another delightful sketch of the musical customs
of the early Indian converts. We like the freshness
of their experience, especially at this time when our
artificial civilization shows so many and such obvious
signs of a doom. In the musical activity of the
Indian community, there is a true spirit of Easter,
which we will do well to recognize and emulate.

(Editor’s note)

Mightiest of all the nations
that raised their feathered heads
to the blue sky in the land be-
yond the Rio Grande, was the
Algonquian.  From the bleak,
rugged shores of Nova Scotia and
New England, to the sun baked
foothills of the Rockies, they were masters of the
land and all it contained.

Mightiest of the Algonquian was the Ojibway
tribe, “the people of the puckered moccasins, some-
times known as the Chippewa. Around the shores
of Lake Superior and Lake Michigan they pitched
their birchbark wigwams. Too powerful to be attacked
either by the fierce Iroquois or the savage Sioux, they
lived their simple lives in peace.

Like all redmen, they sang and composed songs.
Their songs were as varied as the incidents in the
year. The dance, the game, the hunt, love, death,
the spirit world and the Kitchi Manito (Great Spirit),

By D. H. Hannin, §.].
each had its traditional music embellished by the

singer’s own improvised vocal outbursts. In solemn
chants they prayed to the lesser gods of the lake,
the woods and the thunder.

The Ojibway were a nomadic people who had not
cultivated the art of writing, of philosophy, or of
science. Their music was in a crude state, strict timing
and full notes were lacking. The words were of minor
importance, syllables and a few significant words
accompanied the rhythm. By the red glare of the
council fire or in the smoky shelter of their winter
cabins they swayed to the music of their monotonous
melodies.

The love of song among the primitive peoples
has always attracted the attention of the missionaries.
They noticed that it was originally an act of worship,
that it was nature’s method of expressing what words
cannot convey. Did not the great St. Thomas say
the same, “Music begins where speech breaks off?”

The first missionaries brought up in the traditions
of Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century France lost no
time in translating the beautiful hymns of their native
country into the Algonquian tongue. Algonquian was
the inter-tribal language, bearing the same relation to
the others as Latin does to the Romance languages
of Europe.

The Ojibways first heard the hymns of the church
from St. Isaac Jogues and Fr. Marquette both using
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Algonquian. The destruction of the Huron Indian
Mission and the death of the gallant band of apostles
delayed the conversion of the natives in the forests
beyond Georgian Bay. A few scattered missionaries
occasionally brought the word of God to the wood-
land tribes.

The half century of war from 1760 to 1812, when
Indian was pitted against Indian, delayed the estab-
lishment of permanent missions among the Ojibways.
In 1838 there was only one priest laboring in this
fruitful vineyard that stretched from Lake Huron to
the Lake of the Woods.

Once more from France came men, spiritual de-
scendents of the first Jesuits, men who were to trod
the forest paths, to paddle their birch canoes, to teach
and to preach in summer and in winter. They gathered
together the old Algonquian hymns and added a few
in Ojibway.

Later, the heroic Bishop Barage, an Oblate of
Mary Immaculate, edited in a small volume the then
existing Chippewa Hymns. The privilege of chant-
ing the High Mass in the native tongue was not
granted to this tribe. From tiny chapels the age-old
Latin rose to God, from round immobile faces came
the sacred songs of the church. '

Bishop Baraga’s edition was small, inadequate and
soon ran out of print. To re-edit it would be useless
for it did not meet the present requirements. A new
book was necessary, a complete and up-to-date work

that could really be called an Ojibway Hymnal.

It was a May morning, and round a table in the
Indian School, Spanish, Ontario, sat a number of
gray-haired weather beaten men. Men whose eyes were
wrinkled with the glare of the snow and the winds
of the forest. It was a conference of missionaries.
One question remained for discussion. Gravely the
venerable dean of the Mission Council rose. “Rever-
end Fathers, we need an Ojibway hymn book; from
every mission comes the same request. It is a difficult
task demanding three requisites; an intimate knowl-
edge of Indian, a familiarity with music and time. Is
there anyone who thinks that he can undertake the
work?”

There was silence. Many of the men were already
old, all of them had more than his share of work.
A tall grey haired figure stood up: “It has to be done
... Ill do it, Father.” The speaker, Fr. A. Desautel,

brought to this task one requisite, a thorough knowl-
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edge of Ojibway, however, he could not read nor
compose music and his thirty-seven missions lay heavy
on his thin shoulders.

With an indomitable will he set himself to study
music, to learn to read and to compose, at an age
when most men are retiring. The long trips between
his forest chapels were employed in learning the simple
rules of the art. From France and United States he
obtained the latest manuals on the subject. Many a
night after confessions and a sermon, he sat in the

lamp light and studied.

He had not the comfort of a quiet, warm study
nor long leisure hours. In his little room a combi-
nation bed-room and sacristy, he pored over his books.
Visitors would come and go, often with a sigh he
would say “Come in” and then smile—For wasn’t he
first a missionary and then a composer.

The difficulties encountered would have dis-
couraged an ordinary man, but to one trained in the
school of self-sacrifice, to one hardened by years of
privations, they were a part of the labor. From mission
to mission, through rain and snow, Father Desautel
carried his manuscripts on his back.

It was in such an atmosphere that the missionary
completed the task that he had undertaken on that
bright May morning. His hymnal included over two
hundred and twenty-nine hymns, divided according
to liturgical season and devotion. Much of the work
is original, words and compositions that came to him
while on the mission trail. The rest consists of hymns
translated from the French and the English, with many
changes and variations.

It had taken three years to finish this self-appointed
toil and one difficulty remained. Music will not pub-
lish itself, money is required to put the sheets in the
press. By diligent begging he raised the necessary
funds. On the feast of St. Teresa of the Child Jesus,
the old missionary held the new Ojibway hymn book
in his hand. At last after three hundred years his
Indians had a book that was really their own. “Katholik
Anamie-Masinaigan Nagamonan gaie Wetchiewewis-
sing” (A Catholic prayer and hymn book in the
Ojibway language).

Father Desautel had helped to fulfill the words of
the Psalmist “Kakina enishinabewiien Kitchitwawining
Kije Manito, Kitchiwawining (Praise the Lord all ye
nations, praise him all ye people).
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The old missionary has gone to his reward but he
has left a living memorial. Last summer I heard the
Ojibways at Sagamok, praying to God in song. We
sometimes forget that hymns are prayers. The Indians
call them Anamie-Nagomonan—singing prayets.

The little chapel was filled with copper colored
men and shawled women. An old Indian sat at the
organ and he began to play. Then it was that I
appreciated the work of Father Desautel. From the
- dark throats came forth words of praise—Jesus Ode

Gregorian Chant

In Psalm 18 we read these very beautiful words:
“The heavens tell the glory of God, and the firmament
proclaims His handiwork. Day pours forth its tidings
to day, and night reveals knowledge to night. There
are no speeches, no discourses; their voices are not
heard, yet through all the earth is THEIR MELODY
gone forth, and their words to the ends of the earth.”
If the speechless heavens can possess melody and
words, it is only through rational man. Viewing the
grandeur of God’s creation man is impelled to praise
the Creator in the rich utterance of song. In many
verses of the psalms we find exquisite words about
man’s praising God. I call to your attention the fol-
lowing: “Let my mouth be filled with praise, that I
may sing Thy glory.” (70, 8) “My lips shall greatly
rejoice, when I shall sing to Thee.” (70, 23) “Offer
to God the sacrifice of praise.” (49, 14) Isaias sup-
plies us with a most appropriate prayer that fits so
beautifully with the Benedictine vocation: “O Lord,
save me, and we will sing our psalms all the days of
our life in the house of the Lord.” (38, 20) Our grand
opportunity of praising God through the “Opus Dei”
should receive much careful consideration from us,
often in our life. I am offering it to you at this time
as the special point for study and practice.

A powerful writer once visited Mont Cesar Abbey
in Louvain and jotted down the impression made on
him by the Divine Office as he heard it chanted by
the monks of St. Benedict. He wrote as follows: “This
was something alive, living, coming from the hearts
and minds and bodies of living men. It was as
though God were continuing the work of creation
here and now, and I was there to hear, to see—even
almost to touch. I was lucky, was I not?” Numerous

(Sacred Heart of Jesus) ; Ki Kitchi binis Ma rie (Thou
art very pure Mary) Kitchitwa Therese Manadjind
(Saint Theresa, we honot thee).

Whenever Ojibway is spoken, the missionary’s
hymnal will help to bring souls to God. Many of the
grey headed men that sat at that conference table
have made their last trip and their greatest, to God.
Surely they must rejoice when they hear “Kije-Manito
sagiada mojag” (God our everlasting love) coming

from Ojibwayland.

in a Monastery
By Ignatius Esser, O.S. B.

visitors to our own dear St. Meinrad’s Abbey have
carried away edifying impressions that came from
their seeing and hearing our Monks chant God’s
praises. This should not be surprising, for in the
Work of God we handle a sublime thing. Are we
merely transmitting or carrying it to others, as a
water pipe carries water? Or, are we living this praise
and becoming the holier by uttering it day after day?

The more pure and perfect the religion within the
heart, the more pure and perfect will be the expression
of it on the lips and in the life of man. The more
pure and perfect the Chanting of our Mass and the
recitation of our Office, so much more pure and perfect
will be the life of our Monks and the quality of our
monastic family. We might almost say that the rule
of faith determines the rule of prayer; and the rule of
prayer determines the rule of singing. For, faith
prompts loving prayer, and loving prayer engenders
songful expression. I feel most sure that a more
extended use and a more perfect rendering of the
Chant will intensify the spiritual life in our monastery.

We must ever aim more and more to get away
from routine and mechanical recitation or chanting.
There is a purity and an unworldliness in our liturgi-
cal prayers that attracts attentive souls to heaven.
St. Augustine gives us something to think about on
this point. He says: “The voices flowed into my ears,
and Thy truth distilled into my heart, whence the
affections of my devotion overflowed, and tears ran
down and happy was I therein.” Certainly, sweet
sounds should be in the mouths of those that receive
God into their hearts as they utter His truths with
their lips.
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If we stop to study the matter a bit the reasons for
the foregoing will easily become evident. The lan-
guage of the Church is too rich to be spoken with
just mere words. Music must be added. In a word,
the langauge of the Church is song, wherein melody
and rhythm and expression help to convey what the
Church has to say. Bear in mind that behind every
word spoken there is a person. That person is revealed
in the word and in the manner of utterance. God has
deigned to speak to us. He has given us His words
to be our prayers. Only a graceladen soul can
propetly repeat the words of God, the words of sacred
Scripture, the words of the Liturgy—the Mass and
the Divine Office. Only the richness of music
devoutly applied can properly convey the heavenly
ideas behind God’s words. If, as some men say,
music is the language of the unspeakable, then cer-
tainly it should be used in any attempt to convey the
grand thoughts of the Psalms. Just as beneath the veil
of bread we see by faith, the Lord present in the Holy
Eucharist, so beneath the words of the Office or
behind the words of the Office we should see the
Divine Speaker, God. He certainly turns towards us
with a smile when we fervently recite or chant His
words. These wonderful words properly uttered al-
ways have a divine efficacy. That efficacy is not
always like that which prevails when the priest at
Mass uses God’s words to change bread and wine
into Christ. Yet, very great changes are wrought in
ourselves by a proportionate efficacy. God’s words are
powerful and sacred. They must be handled with
even greater care and awe than electrically charged
wires.—Again I say, we chant the words of sacred
Scripture. They are our liturgical prayer. These words
are baptized as it were by the fire of the Holy Spirit.
We who utter them in prayer are baptized with water
and the Holy Spirit. No wonder then that Chant can
become something so sublime.

In liturgical prayer the text is the important thing.
It is like a valuable seed. When it opens up under
the warmth of the indwelling Spirit, it flowers into the
full richness of Sacred Chant. Holy Chant makes
the unutterable God almost perceptibly present through
the quasi-sacramental power of the Church’s sacred

song. How aptly does our wonderful Benedictine

vocation permit us to carry out the instruction to the
Ephesians (5, 19) : “Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns, and spiritual canticles, singing and making
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melody in your hearts to the Lord.” It is our grand
privilege and opportunity daily to enjoy the benefit
of this quasi-sacramental power of the Sacred Chant.
We live and move in it. Sacramental psalmody has
the power of opening God’s words for us. It unlocks
them, that we might be diffused by the underlying
divinity. Furthermore, unison song welds the singers
by their intimate union of expression of divine truth
and divine being. In well rendered psalmody there
is no noise, no affectation, no selfishness, but childlike
family union and family communing with God. We
sing to God, and yet we listen to Him. Therefore for
the most part we sing softly. God does not need to
be awakened by clamorous shouting, but we need to
HEARKEN lest we fail to hear God’s whispering to
our souls. Ausculta! Auscultal—Hearken! Hearken!
Think often of this first word of the Holy Rule when
you chant in Church.

Abbe Dabin has written: “The Benedictine is by
vocation, pre-destination, and business first and fore-
most a singer.” Thank God for that—that you are
by profession a singer of Divine Praises. As cenobites,
we work together, pray together, sacrifice together,
sing together, as one united happy family. Just as
Chant is a part of the very life of the Church, so it is
also a part of the very life of our monastic family.
It is that part, according to St. Benedict, to which
nothing should be preferred. It should be the external
manifestation of that throbbing, vital principle of
sanctity that should permeate our being at all times.
It should be the expression of the divine life within
us, the life of grace. How happy we should be at the
thought that by constraint of the holy Rule that we
vowed to follow, we appear before God’s holy altar

often each day for the Sacrifice of the Mass and the

Sacrifice of Praise.

If we want to be true sons of that beloved Father,
St. Benedict, we dare not lightly pass over the manner
of praising God. The Benedictine that is not versed
in Gregorian Chant and the proper method of publicly
reciting the Divine Office is not true to his name.
He has reason to feel deeply ashamed of himself for
putting into the last place what his spiritual Father,
St. Benedict, puts into the first place.

We should studiously avoid making our recitation
or chanting sound boisterous. It should never be
dotted by egotists that are eager to stand out con-
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spicuously. It should not be precipitous. We just must
make ourselves calmly take time to do the main thing
well. Perfect choir recitation and chanting will pro-
duce a profoundly religious impression because it is
spiritual. It is contemplative. It is mystical. It is
meditative. It is tranquil. It is serene. It is peaceful.

In conclusion, the purpose of the liturgy is to
place us in ever closer contact with the eternally living
Word. Through the divine Word of the Office de-
voutly uttered, we dispose ourselves ever to appreciate
more fully the Word that daily becomes Flesh upon
our altars. Ah! Those holy Altars! Those consecrated
Altars, covered with blessed linens, decked with

blessed candles, enveloped with fragrant incense smoke:
On these Altars are placed the consecrated chalices.
On these Altars are consecrated bread and wine that
a God-man may daily be sacrificed for our sake. Before
these Altars we baptized adorers stand or kneel to
receive the floods of grace that stream from Christ.
Fortunate are we, who can so often stand before God’s
holy Altar, not only and always to receive, but to
give. To immolate ourselves in an oft-repeated sacri-
fice of praise. May our praise of God be pure and
beautiful, pleasing God, sanctifying ourselves, and
edifying the body of the Faithful. Praised be Jesus

Christ, now and forever!

Singing the Paschal Triumph

Easter is the Feast of Life and its joy is the joy
of living. Man wants to live. The deepest longing of
his heart, a longing common to us all, is precisely this
desire to live. Death looms up before man as his great
enemy. Decreed as a punishment for all man because
of sin, death sums up all man’s sufferings and sorrows,
his own defeat; and the physical death is the symbol of
the spiritual death, the eternal darkness of unredeemed
man. But death has lost its sting; for Christ, the
Victor over death, is risen. “By dying He has destroyed
our death, and by rising again He has restored life.”
Little wonder that the earth resounds with the jubilant
song, Alleluia. With Christ we have died to sin; we
have risen in the newness of life. Therefore once
.again the heaven-loaned song is restored to us. What
a happy privilege is given to you the choir to raise
this song of triumph, singing the Christians’ joy, and
praising our glorious Victor!

The Holy Mass begins with words of the psalmist
that might be understood as spoken by the Risen
Saviour to His heavenly Father. At the Last Supper
He had prayed “Father, the hour is come! Glorify
Thy Son” (John XVII, 1). Magnificently the Father
answers that prayer in the glory of the Resurrection.
Christ now expresses His thanksgiving, “I have risen
I am still with Thee, alleluia” (Introit). It is a voice
coming from the mysterious realms beyond the grave,
from the glorified life as yet not tasted by us. With
reverent awe let the choir approach this majestic hymn
of Christ’s thanksgiving to His Father.

By Charles Schmitt

At the same time let us understand the Introit as
spoken to us. It is the glad tidings to all men of the
triumph of Jesus, in whose victory we all share. He
is the first born of the dead; in Him we too shall rise
again. The Creator, who “hast searched me and
known me,” that is, who knows my nature for He
created it, and has decreed the sentence of death
(“knoweth my sitting down™), will also raise me up
from the dead (“my rising up”). Here is our assur-
ance of victory over our enemy, death.

Let us express then our joy in the Gradual and
the Alleluia. “This is the day which the Lord hath
made.” It is the first day of the week, the day on
which God, in the beginning, created light. On the
same day of the week early in the morning the Sun
of Justice, Light of Light, Light of the world, rises
from the tomb. He dispels all darkness so that the
night becomes as day in the brightness of His rising.

“Forth to the Paschal Victim, Christians, bring
your Sacrifice of praise.” In the sequence you now
call upon all Christians to offer to their Savior and
King the well deserved glory and praise. Note the
contrasts that, with such strength and beauty express
a mystery so profound—“The Lamb redeems the sheep
. . . the sinless one hath reconciled the sinner . . . death
and life in strange conflict strove.” Then follows the
dialogue with Mary Magdalene. With childlike sitn-
plicity, eager to know every deatil of so glorious an
event, we ask “Say, O wond’ring Mary, say what thou
sawest on thy way?” To Mary’s story we answer with
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a confident assertion of our faith: “We know that
Christ indeed is risen.” May this sequence become a
popular hymn, popular, in that its joyful strains might
be the common possession of every Christian; a hymn
that holds the deposit of Easter joy experienced in
the hidden recesses of the Christian heart.

How shall we celebrate this Feast of joy? St. Paul
answers for us “Let us feast with the unleavened bread
of sincerity and truth.” His words give you your
Communion chant in which you express for all the
Easter joy and exaltation as we approach to receive
Him who said “I am the resurrection and the life.”

OCTAVE OF EASTER

During the Easter Week our minds were occupied
with the glorious Mystery of the Resurrection. Each
day Mother Church presented to us the scene of one
of our Lord’s appearances so that, we too might experi-
ence the joy of those who could say “We have seen
the Lord.” At the same time She intended to help
us increase in our faith, for this mystery, though it
answers our common longing for unending life, never-
theless taxes our power of faith. Faith in the Risen
Christ is the grace we seek on this Octave Day. Indeed
the Church wants us to desire it even as newborn babes
thirst for the rational milk (Introit). The newborn
babes are the neophytes born anew on Holy Saturday.
We too are as newborn in the renewed life of Easter.
Mother Church would increase and strengthen our
faith offering us the nourishment of the milk of the
Eucharist. For such gifts we sing our thanksgiving:

“Sing aloud to the God of Jacob.”

The second Alleluia verse prepares us for the
Gospel: “After eight days, the doors being shut, Jesus
stood in the midst of His disciples and said: ‘Peace
be to you’.” The doubting Thomas, coming in contact
with the Risen Saviour, falls upon his knees and pro-
fesses his faith: “My Lord and my God” There is a
burning fervor in this profession that also ought be in
your hearts as you sing the Offertory verse recounting
the scene of the holy women met by the angel at the
empty tomb.

Again the example of Thomas is before us at the
Communion. As Christ commanded Thomas to place
his finger in the sacred wounds and lay his hand in
the open side of Christ, so we are invited to come in
intimate contact with the sacred Flesh of our Risen
Lord. Nor will we be any longer faithless but believing.
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MISERICORDIA

The second Sunday after Easter is known as Good
Shepherd Sunday, for in the Gospel Jesus presents
Himself to us as the Good Shepherd who gives his
life for the sheep. The mystery of Calvary tells us
that Christ was not making a mere comparison, but
announcing a reality; He would be the Victim of
sacrifice, that He might give life to his sheep. The
Shepherd, now risen, is in our midst. With gratitude
let us extol the goodness of Christ in the Introit chant
for He deserves our praise: “Rejoice in the Lord, O
ye righteous: praise becometh the upright.” So abund-
ant is the outpouring of his mercies that the psalmist
can say, “The earth is full of the goodness of the
Lord.” For His mercy and love generously given in
the Redemption, let the choir lift a chant of Christians’
praise and gratitude. “Praise becometh the upright.”

The words of the Good Shepherd form the second
Alleluia verse: “I know My sheep, and Mine know
me. Alleluia.” The least of us is known to the Good
Shepherd. What a consolation to realize that each
one of us is included in the all embracing love and
watchful care of the Shepherd, that in His dying and
His rising again He knew us! The thought begets
in us an unswerving confidence that ought inspire the

choirs chanting of these words of the Shepherd.

“And mine know Me.” We know Him first of all
by our faith. Yet another, a more intimate knowing
of the Shepherd is indicated in the first Alleluia verse:
“The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of
bread.” Yes, in the Eucharistic union we come to
know the Lord Jesus most intimately, a knowledge that
is mingled with love. And this knowing is a foretaste
of how we shall know Him in eternity. The words of
Jesus are accordingly repeated as our Communion song.
Sing it with love and gratitude to our Good Shepherd
and with an eagerness to know Him yet more.

JUBILATE DEO

So wonderful is the mystery of our Redemption,
that the Church would have us continue to celebrate
our joy. The weeks following Easter are like a fore-
taste of the unending joys of heaven; with Christ we
have risen, with Christ we live unto God. Again,
therefore, do we sing of our happiness as the children
of freedom, praising and glorifying our victorious
Leader. “Shout with joy all the earth, alleluia: sing
ye a psalm to His name, alleluia; give glory to His
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praise, alleluia.” We invite all the earth, all of God’s
ceratures, to join our song of His praise. It is well;
for we alone, the only intelligent and free creatures,
can give voice to the rest of creation. All are joined
in us to offer unto God a symphony of praise.

Yet another mystery must be accomplished unto
the glorification of Christ. Risen from the dead, He
must ascend to His heavenly kingdom. The gates of
heaven, closed by sin, will open at His command; all
heaven will proclaim His glory as He takes His place
at the right hand of the Father. Alleluia! Our human
nature is enthroned in heaven! Our Brother takes
possession of the heavenly kingdom, leading the con-
tinued procession of the redeemed! Truly we ought
to be the happiest people, we who know our destiny.
Let the choir voice this joy and happiness in the second
Alleluia verse, which in one broad sweep, takes in
this glorious mystery. “It behooved Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead, and so to enter into His

glory: Alleluia.”

As our Communion song we take the words of
our Lord from the Gospel: “A little while, and you
shall not see Me; and again a little while and you shall
see Me.” He returns to the Father. But yet He remains
with us in the Sacrament. Throughout “the little
while” of our earthly pilgrimage, He will be our
nourishment. Each time we receive, there is renewed
the pledge of the eternal vision of glory. “And you
shall see me: Alleluia.”

CANTATE DOMINO

In the Gospel, the Lord Jesus promises to send the
Holy Spirit. He is to come as the Spirit of Truth to
teach us, clarifying the words and works of Jesus; He
comes to glorify Christ in us; through Him the won-
derful things of God will be made manifest to the
world. “For the Lord hath done wonderful things:
He hath revealed His justice in the sight of the
Gentiles” (Introit). These glorious things are the
object of the praise of the choir in the Introit: “Sing
ye to the Lord a new canticle, alleluia.” It is a new
song; a song that only the Christian can sing, extolling
the Holy Spirit, who renews all and makes all
things new.

We return once more to the Resurrection in the
Alleluia verse: “The right hand of the Lord hath
wrought strength, the right hand of the Lord hath

exalted me.” Let us understand the psalm as Christ’s

praise of the Father, who has glorified Him in the
Resurrection. The glory of the risen Savior knows
no death: “death shall no more have dominion over
Him.” He is our exemplar, we are to be made con-
formable to Him. What is accomplished in Christ is
also our undying hope.

Filled with this hope and the joy it begets, we sing
again the resurrection psalm as we bring our gifts
in the Offertory: “Shout with joy to God, all the
earth . . . I will tell you what great things the Lord
hath done for my soul.”

VOCEM JUCUNDITATIS

It is the last Sunday before the Ascension. The
joy of the Church is intensified at the thought of the
Victor’s entrance into His kingdom, the completing
of His triumph. “Declare it with the voice of joy . . .
declare it even to the ends of the earth.” That is the
choir’s privilege to declare to all the glory of Christ
and to voice again the Christians’ gratitude for the
mysteries of salvation. “The Lord hath delivered His
people.”

These mysteries are summed up in quotation from
the Gospel used as the Alleluia verse: “I came forth
from the Father, and am come into the world: again
I leave the world and I go to the Father.” In one
sentence the whole course of Christ’s life is described.
Let the choir sing it with the hope that this word of
the Lord describe also the course of our lives. We
came forth from the creative hand; we are to leave
this world and return to the bosom of the Father.

This is the purpose of the Redeemer’s work; that
we might return to the Father, to live with Him for-
ever: “He hath set my soul to live.” Rightly then,
should the choir instill in the hearts of the people the
desire to “bless the Lord our God, and make the voice
of His praise to be heard” (Offertory).

The same joy and happiness should mark the sing-
ing of the Communion verse : “Sing unto the Lord and
bless His name.” But there is added also an admoni-
tion: “show forth His salvation from day to day.”
We who have received the grace of the Paschal
Mysteries must now show it by our good works.
Having risen with the Savior, we must be resolved to
die no more the death of sin; but with Christ we
must live unto God.
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Here .. There

CINCINNATI, OHIO, has
been of recent date, a real musical
hub. Two manifestations deserve
the attention of the readers. The
singing of the High Mass on
March 8, in the old Cathedral of
‘ St. Peter in Chains was the climax
of the annual Girls’ Week, with a choir of 800 voices
drawn from all Catholic high schools. Professor John
J. Fehring directed the Mass of Ravanello in honor
of St. Joseph. Manifestations as such are always com-
mendable, at least for the Catholic unity which they
promote. But we are less impressed by the number
of the participants than by the educational purpose
which should always guide the organizers. The quality
of the singing should be in evidence, and still more the
spiritual atmosphere which alone assures us that the
objectives are reached. Meanwhile, let the Schools
of Cincinnati be commended for their united effort.

More deserving perhaps of our attention was the
restoration of Vespers to a capacity audience at St.
Agnes Church on Monday, February 9th. On the
occasion of the monthly meeting of the Holy Name
Society, the Right Reverend Monsignor Albert A.
Burke, pastor, re-established this long-forgotten liturgi-
cal service in his parish. The Boys’ Choir, directed
by Professor Fehring, sang the psalmody.

The importance of this restoration is obvious: It
does not only rehabilitate the Vespers in the eyes of
the faithful as the logical and exemplary evening-serv-
ice, but it incorporates the activities of the Men’s
society into a closer bond with the worship of their
Church. We would have wished only that the organ-
izers, fully aware of their splendid gesture, would
have had the men themselves participate in the singing.

Maybe they have already thought of it for the future.
CONCERTS OF SACRED MUSIC are multi-

plying here and there to such an extent that points
to a general awakening. Here are the programs of a
few recently brought to our notice:

1. The Choir of St. Mary’s Church, Cincinnati,
began on Sunday evening, February 15, the first of
a series of concerts celebrating the 100th anniversary

of the consecration of St. Mary’s Church. The pro-
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.. Everywhere

gram, made up of selections of classic Church music,

was directed by Arnold Frank Schroeder.
2. The vested liturgical Choir of the Church of

the Immaculate Conception, at Boston, Mass., directed
by Leonard S. Whalen, organist and choirmaster, and
assisted by Jesus Maria Sanroma, pianist and guest
artist, gave a concert at Jordan Hall on Sunday
evening, March 1st. The program is a very fine ex-
ample of what might be called “an expanded Catholic
outlook on music.” It is broad, varied, and remark-
ably conceived as a cross-section of musical influences.
We have not come across anything so well-planned
for a long time. Here it is:

Gloria, Laus et Honor Leonard S. Whalen
Kyrie, Missa “O Quam Gloriosum..... Vittoria

Ave Verum—for 2 and 3 voices......... Josquin des Prés
Jesu Dulcis Memoria Plain Chant
Jesu Dulcis Memotia......cwrrcns Vittoria

Panis Angelicus Palestrina

The Choir
Sonata in G Minor, Op. 22, No. 2....Robert Schumann
Jesus Maria Sanroma

Ave Maria Saint-Saéns
Gloria, from “Missa Pauper
et Humilis Pietro Yon

Ecce Vidimus Eum

Ave Maria, on the theme of the
Plain Chant Ave Maria.............. Leonard S. Whalen

Veni Domine Pietro Yon

Lacrymosa, from the Sequence )

Michael Haydn

of the Requiem Mozart

Salve Regina Waddington
The Choir

Cantique d’Amour, from “Poetic

and Religious Harmonies™........ Liszt
Legend Albeniz
La Cathédrale Engloutie.......oon Debussy
Alborado del Gracioso Ravel

Jesus Maria Sanroma’
“Turn Ye to Me”—Men’s Chorus....Scotch Folk Tune
Arr. by A. T. D.

“The Second Minuet”...... Maurice Besly
“Silent, O Moyle” Irish Folk Tune
“How Should I Your True

Love Know?” English Folk Tune
“The Snow” Sir Edward Elgar
“The Long Day Closes”.....ocoe Sir Arthur Sullivan

The Choir

3. New Orleans announced a pleasant surprise
for its Spring Fiesta. There Catholics take boldly

their rightful place in a civic rejoicing which is a con-
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tinuation of the Catholic tradition of this old French
settlement. On Monday evening, March 9th, at the
Holy Name Auditorium, the Loyola University Col-
lege of Music presented a Mass in honor of St.
George, and a Biblical Cantata, “The Deluge,” by
Saint-Saéns. The Choir was composed of some 170
singets.

4. The Church of the Blessed Sacrament in Holly-
wood, where Mr. Richard Keys-Biggs is choirmaster,
offered the hospitality of its great Casavant organ to
Clarence Mader, well known American virtuoso, for a
recital. The program was not restricted to selections
of Sacred Music, but included a wide variety of organ
repertoite. As long as such recitals are given with
appropriate discretion, they are a help to develop a
musical appreciation among the people. Sacred Music
itself, though indirectly, will arouse a greater interest
because of a growing musical consciousness.

We are well aware that concerts in church, whether
of Sacred Music proper or not, are a matter to be
submitted to a prudent judgment, lest the house of
the Eucharist be turned too soon into a music-hall.
We present no opinion in the case; we only state that,
in the hands of respectful organizers, they may help
Sacred Music to reap an early harvest. We know as
well that not all concerts are as good as they are
announced. Our comments are not concerned with
the value of respective performances, which we have
not had the pleasure of attending but only with the
purpose of commending those who assume this work
as a part of an apostolate in which we are all deeply
interested. Whatever the merits of the concerts which
are mentioned may have been, they were a kind of
summing up of various advantages which we would
expect from them: the expansion in breadth of the
musical life of a parish, the artistic education of the
ordinary Christian, the growth of our civic influence,
and the understanding of instrumental music. Who
does not see that these four aims are a substantial
contribution to the restoration of liturgical music?

A SELECT GROUP OF COLORED ART-
ISTS under the direction of Adrian Johnson is fre-
quently heard on the Sacred Heart program, the only
Catholic daily program in America. It originates from
Station WEW, St. Louis, Mo., and is under the
guidance of Reverend Eugene Murphy, S. J. The 15-
minute program is now carried by 51 stations and
will go soon to South America by short wave. Prayers,

hymns, and a short talk by a priest make up the pro-
gram. One can rejoice at this initiative. It brings to
us a spiritual and musical fare through the voice of
brothers whom we have been neglecting for quite a
time, but to whom now we are extending a loving hand.

THE EXAMPLE OF PROTESTANT
FRIENDS is never to be frowned upon, but received
with humble kindness. The Glee Club of Harvard
University, with G. Wallace Woodworth, conductor,
has been too long identified with supreme achievement
in the choice and performance of music for male
chorus, to need further commendation. Here is the

program of the interesting concert given on March
5th, in Sanders Theater, Cambridge :
) &

Mozart ..o Cantata, Regina Coeli, K. 108

Palestrina........cc........ Missa, O Admirabile Commercium

Cherubini...ccrd Choruses from Requiem in C Minor

Normand Lockwood...“Out of the Cradle Endlessly
Rocking”

Elliott Carter.............. “The Defense of Corinth,” after
Rabelais

Offenbach.... Choruses from “La Belle Helene”

Folk Songs arranged by Dvorak and Robert Delaney
Bach Three Chorales

This program should be noted, if for nothing else than
the audacity of its varied selections. And we should
remember that when we plan a program: contrast of
values reinforces light and shadow, provided there is
light. And we vouch that nothing could beat the
Missa, O Admirabile Commercium of Palestrina, not

even Chorals of Bach.

Ernest White, the distinguished musical director of
the Church of Mary the Virgin, gave a program of
liturgical music for the American Guild of Organists
on Monday, December 15, 1941.

Prelude (Suite, Opus 5)....... Maurice Duruflé, 1934
Missa Beatae Mariae Virginis..Ernest White, 1941
Choral in E Major.....ccucrue César Franck, 1890
Andante sostenuto

(Symphonie gothique)....Charles-Marie Widor, 1895
Motet—Beata es, Virgo

Maria o Giovanni Gabrieli, 1557-1612
Motet—Ave Maria...... Anton Bruckner, 1824-96

AT BENEDICTION

Hymn—O salutaris hostia.......Joseph Noyon
Prose—Ave verum.......... VI
Hymn—Tantum etgo

(Op. 11, No. 5).cec Joseph Kromolicki
Antiphon—Adoremus
in aeternum ... V1
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The plan of this program aims first at purity. Careful
selection, unity of presentation, are the main qualities
which commend it to our attention. And of course,
the music, from Duruflé to Dupré, is all-Catholic. No
one is surprised of course, except perhaps ourselves.

IT IS THE SAME COMPLAINT. The mail
brought in on the same morning two papers: The
Philadelphia Standard, and the Guild Notes of St.
Louis. The coincidence recalled forcibly to mind a
complaint which is so common that it would other-
wise leave one unmoved. Let each in turn put forth
its case:

From the St. Louis Guild Notes (at random)—
“The program (of reform) has not been carried out
fully, due in no small measure to a lack of cooperation
on the part of pastors. There are many practical prob-
lems, indeed, which render the ‘restoration’ a difficulty
—not insurmountable, but a difficulty all the same.
Many churches do not possess a competent organist or
choir-director and are seemingly unwilling to pay for
one who is competent. Many choirs must function
under the leadership of school-teachers and other
amateurs who cannot devote proper time to the forma-
tion and preparation of a good choir or who them-
selves do not have the training requisite for the proper
direction of singers. Some of our organists, be it said
rather ruefully, do not possess the superior musician-
ship their positions presupposes. Many, too, are forced
by the inadequacy of their fees to devote a portion of
their time to non-church purposes—time which should
be devoted to preparing choir music, organ music.
And a few, lastly, do not sympathize with the move-
ment of reform and lack the good will to cooperate
in making church music worthy of God’s worship.

“But on the whole, the blame for the reform pro-
gram’s falling short can be laid on the clergy who
either do not know of the reform or, worse still, do
not care to carty it out.

“Many organists in the diocese have repeatedly
complained that their own efforts to conform to the
papal and diocesan regulations are not only not
seconded by their pastors but even opposed.

“Fortunately the state of things here described is
not the prevailing one. It would be unfair to suggest
that it is. It would present an untrue picture if the
fine cooperation of a good many pastors were not
commemorated. There are unnumbered serious priests
who have done all in their power to further the reform
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measures. Perhaps their parish does not reflect per-
fectly the model sketched by the Archbishop. But
they have tried, are trying to copy it. In spite of
many hardships they are endeavoring to carry out the
program outlined by His Excellency in so far as their
circumstances allow.”

“It would probably prove very interesting to dis-
cover and compile statistics on the proper conduct of
singing during Mass and other liturgical functions in
the churches of the city and county. How many
churches, for instance, regularly have high Mass on
Sundays? How many choirs sing or at least recite
the ‘proper’ of the Mass at those services? How many
sing approved Music?

“As an afterthought. We wonder how many
pastors were able, in their yeatly report to the Arch-
diocesan chancery, to give satisfactory answers about
the conduct of the liturgical services in their church.”

From the “Notes from the Choir Loft” (at ran-
dom) : “We made an appeal in our initial column
that the success of the column would be assured if
you readers, presumably interested in the policies we
have outlined, would use the column to your advan-
tage either by the means of sending your ideas which
you feel would be helpful to others, or appealing for
information which could be used for your own edifi-
cation and, incidentally, beneficial to others who may
have the same problem in mind.

“While the response to this column has been very
encouraging, the fact that there are some 390 parishes
in the diocese all having problems of some kind per-
taining to their music, would seem to your writer that
our weekly mail would be filled with likely material.
But, frankly, that has not been the case.

“Could it be possible that all you good people,
organists, choir directors, singers, and just ‘listeners,’
are completely satisfied with the work you are doing?
Are you so satisfied with your rendition of the music
of the Mass in your parish, that this column is of no
interest to you?”

The tune is the same in both; only the verse
seems to differ. St. Louis is surprised at the deaf
negligence of quite a few of its pastors; Philadelphia
finds its choirmasters too indifferent. There is no
judgment to bear as to whom belongs the greater
guilt; for both pastors and choirmasters are to be
blamed for their own sins. But there you have from
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two different centers of Catholic life a unanimous
proof of the evil which besets Sacred Music. Before
we think of throwing a stone at the faithful, we will
have to ask to both the members of the clergy and
the choir-directors to cast the first. It is fairly secure
to say that as long as the priesthood will not lead
in obedience and appreciation, and as long as choir-
masters will shut themselves up in their own petty
individualism, there is no just condemnation against
the people. We need in greater- numbers priests to
whom Sacred Music is an integral part of pastoral
commission, and choirmasters who realize the worth
of a fraternal cooperation. For this we must all pray,
and we must work more sincerely.

“We are appalingly ignorant, sometimes, of
even the simplest interpretations of this ‘infinite
treasure to men,’ our sacred Liturgy. We be-
lieve that this could be remedied by degrees,
through our united membership of religious and
laity, men and women pledged to this ‘very real
and practical—because spiritual’ Society.”

Music and Liturgy
England, Jan., 1942

AN IDEA ABOUT HYMNS:

“Our list of hymns for a practical Hymn
Book (which we printed in October) did not
bring many further promises of support from
parish priests. The two or three messages we
received were entirely favorable, but not enough
to encourage us to take any definite steps at
present. Perhaps there are too many exciting
things happening around the world for people
to give their attention to such a permanent
detail of normal existence as a Hymn Book. All
the same, it would be better if they would. War-
time and revolution-time are the moment for put-
ting changes into execution, but the changes are
not likely to be the best changes unless they
have been thought out in detail beforehand. And
that applies to more important things than Hymn
Books, if there is anything more important; for
myself, I rather agree with the man who said
that anybody might do the law-making of a
people if he could choose their songs. If our
Lord’s Church in England could have good laws
and good songs, the prospects would be brighter
than they sometimes seem. May He see to it!

The Sower
Birmingham, England—Jan. 1942

ORATE FRATRES

A Review Devoted to the Liturgical Apostolate

From a Letter Signed by

His Eminence, Cardinal Gasparri
“The Holy Father is greatly pleased that St.
Jobn’s Abbey is continuing the glorious tradition,
and that there is emanating from this abbey an
inspiration that tends to elevate the piety of the
faithful by leading them back to the pure foun-
tain of the sacred liturgy.”

lTS first purpose is to foster an intelligent and
whole-hearted participation in the liturgical
life of the Church, which Pius X has called "the
primary and indispensable source of the true
Christian spirit."  Secondarily it also considers
the liturgy in its literary, artistic, musical, social,
educational and historical aspects.

Published every four weeks, beginning with
Advent, twelve issues the year. Forty-eight pages.
Two dollars the year in the United States. Write
for sample copy and descriptive leaflet.

LITURGICAL PRESS

COLLEGEVILLE » MINNESOTA
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Names . . Peoples . . Doings

A LETTER OF BISHOP BOYLE reminds the
clergy and the organists of the Diocese of Pittsburgh,
Pa., of the obligation of organizing a boys’ choir in
every parish. This has become more imperative in the
present circumstances, for a boy-choir may help to
meet the musical shortage that the war production
and the conduct of warfare will necessarily cause in
many churches. If the organists of the Diocese of
Pittsburgh have in this matter the blessing of an act of
positive obedience, all choirmasters should realize fully
the advisability of the boy-choir in the musical organ-
ization of a parish. For the male choir can only be
restored to its highest level when we shall give to
our boys a thorough musical training. The fact that
it is a hard enterprise does not make it less desirable.

THE ABBEY OF ST. MEINRAD, INDI-
ANA, is forging ahead, to the joy of us all. For
no better news can come from a Benedictine monastery
than that, up on their mountain, the monks are send-
ing to Christ in the name of all Christians struggling
throughout the world, a peaceful song, daily improv-
ing in quality and fervor. The reader will find in this
issue under the title “Gregorian Chant” the summary
of a pre-Lenten conference given by Right Reverend
Abbott Ignatius Esser, O. S. B., to his monks. We
could not resist the pleasure of reprinting it without
his permission for the benefit of Caecilia. Besides the
many highly colored thoughts which it presents in an
informal style, it shows an intimate corner of the
working out of the musical problem in a monastery.
This should be of particular interest to all religious
communities, wherein the human condition is the same.
And the Laity will be comforted to know that monks
are not born musicians, but made by an earnest labor.
Here is the program of the Mass of Easter at the
Abbey-Church: the body of 300 Seminarians will sing
the Missa Choralis of Refice. At the Offertory, a
selected male choir will sing “Terra tremuit” by
Vincent Wagner, O. S. B. Of course, the monastic
schola will take charge of the Proper in Gregorian
Chant, and in its entirety.

THE LA FALCE BROTHERS have caught our
fancy. We mentioned them in the Christmas issue;
They truly deserve this publicity. We reprint the lively
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account of their unusual experience as given in the
Hammond Times of December, 1941 :

“We doubt if any other church in America has a
special choir like Our Lady of Mt. Carmel’s in Pough-
keepsie, N. Y. Its nine members are brothers and they
have been singing together for nine years—ever since
Johnny, the youngest (now 14) could handle a tenor
part. This summer, to celebrate the Feast of Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel, they sang their first High Mass,
Mueller’s Ecce Panis mass in A flat. Heretofore, each
boy had sung in the choir but not all at the same time.

It’s a small wonder the LaFalce brothers are a
choir instead of a baseball team when you consider
their heritage. Thirty-odd years ago, in Poughkeepsie,
Alphonso LaFalce from Terra Nova de Siberi, Italy,
married a young singer in St. Peter’s choir. The first
lullabies the little LaFalces heard were the hymns
their mother sang to them. By the time Frank, the
oldest son, was five, he could pick out music he had
heard in church on the family pedal organ. As his
younger brothers grew up, Frank took up the role of
choirmaster and musical director in the home. He
organized the boys into two quartets (the “juniors”
and the “seniors”) and they performed at church
plays, minstrels and often won first prize in amateur
competitions. When Frank went to work at the post
office, he gave up coaching the family glee club, but
two years ago he became a “regular,” which gave him
a little more leisure and he began rehearsing the group
again—this time as a unit.

Singing is not the LaFalce brothers’ only musical
accomplishment. Among them, they have learned some
fourteen instruments with a good bit of doubling and
at minimum expense. Frank took piano lessons from
Miss Grace Ward, music teacher at St. Peter’s school,
and every year she would scan her classes for a new
young LaFalce to coach and encourage. Louis, the
third son, studied violin (75 cents a lesson and they
gave the violin away,” he explains). Pat learned the
banjo and then traded it for a sax. Next he took up
the trumpet and taught his younger brothers to play.
He had Mike and Johnny chart their practice and hide
their records from each other. At the end of the week,
the one who had practiced most won a prize of 50
cents. When Tony started to make up surprisingly
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All Gloom and Fear is Gone

(For S.8.A. and Organ)
Sister M.Cherubim,0.8.F.

Allegro moderato 0p.66,No.2
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Regina Coeli, Jubila

Michael Praetorius
Andante (J:103) (1571-1621)
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good songs, his brothers went into a huddle and pre-
scribed lessons in composition. Their investment is
paying dividends now for Tony does all the arrang-
ing for the LaFalce dance band, Of course a band
was inevitable and while all the boys except Johnny
have regular jobs in other fields, all the band mem-
bers are union musicians and play frequent engage-
ments.

Not to be outdone in outside activities, young
Johnny has gone into partnership with Carmine, 17,
and together they run a photo studio at home, with
business cards reading, “LaFalce Brothers—Develop-
ing, Printing, Enlarging.” All the boys have non-
musical hobbies, too. Joe and Louis act with a little
theater group and the others also have belonged to
dramatic clubs. Mike “monkeys with automobiles”
and Jim likes “fooling around with plants and flowers
in the back yard.” Frank’s hobby is lemon cream pie
and he can make his own, too!

Once a week they hold a get-together at Frank’s
house for choir practice. “We spend two hours
rehearsing and an hour and a half gabbing,” one of
them confessed. Nevertheless, when they sing at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, a capella or with Frank’s
Hammond Organ accompaniment, their choral music
is beautiful to hear. Father Pernicone, pastor of the
church, is proud of his LaFalce parishioners and the
service they render their church.”

A few more families as the LaFalce, and the prob-
lem of Sacred Music will be much simplified indeed.

THE ANNUAL CONTEST OF GREGO-
RIAN CHANT will be held in Montreal, P. Q.
Canada, in 1942, under the patronage of Cardinal
Rodrigue Villeneuve and several Canadian Bishops.
The committee of organization is headed by three
prominent Gregorianists—]. N. Charbonneau, director
of the Scola Cantorum; Ethelbert Thibault, director
of the Catholic Hour; and Dr. Eugene Lapierre, di-
rector of the National Conservatory of Music. This
is undoubtedly one, if not the, outstanding initiative
in regard to Sacred Chant within the North American
Continent. It hardly needs to be commented upon,
but it could not be too highly commended. The
very fact that our brothers of the North are able to
organize every year contests of that sort proves con-
clusively that they have grown interested and proficient
in sacred Chant to the point where their choirs and
various groups can compete in a contest. A glance at

the program, which we translate for our readers, will
show that the requirements are serious. We do not
know that anything comparable to this has yet been
proposed in our country. And while we take our hats
off to the Catholics of Canada for having preceded
us, we hope to see soon the day where a similar
stimulus will be given to the choirs of the United
States. '

RULES OF THE CONTEST

AIM: to stimulate the study of liturgical music,
particularly Gregorian melodies, which are “the SU-
PREME MODEL of SACRED MUSIC.”

There are admitted in the contest all choirs of
parishes, of colleges, and schools, as well as choirs of
primary schools.

These different categories are to be divided into
sections.

Singing will be without accompaniment.

Local contests are organized in the dioceses under
the patronage of the Bishops.

A first contest will take place in each diocese.
The winning choir in each of these contests has the
right of competing for the Prize St. Gregory.

The contestants will be known to the jury only
by a number, drawn at random at the beginning of
the contest.

Travelling and all other expenses are at the expense
of the contestants.

A registration fee of $4.00 is imposed to cover
the costs of correspondence, announcement of the jury
in each diocese. Children’s groups, $2.00. Registra-
tion is free for primary schools.

Registration should be addressed to the organizer
of each diocese.

GENERAL PROGRAM
I. Adult choirs: registration $5.00
Section 1. Prize St. Gregory and Prize Pius X
Men: Parochial choirs
Gradual—Convertere of the 6th Sunday after
Pentecost
Antiphony—Confortatus est from the 2nd Vespers
of the Apostles, the first four verses and the
doxology of the Psalm, Domine, probasti me.
Section 2. Women and girls of parochial congregations
‘Response—Homo quidam (in honor of the
Blessed Sacrament)
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II. Children choirs: registration $2.00
Section 3. Colleges, secondary schools, etc.
Introit: Gaudens gaudebo from the feast of the
Immaculate Conception.
Section 4. Convents, boarding schools, etc.
Same as Section 3.

I11. Children choirs: registration free. Primary schools.
Section 5. Boys, and school choirs.
Kyrie and Sanctus from the Mass VIII of the
Kyriale.
Section 6. Girls, school choirs.
Same as Section 5.

IV. Prize of the Schola Cantorum
Section 7. Open to all choirs which do not enter in
the categories above. Registration $5.00.
Offertory: Precatus est from the 12th Sunday
after Pentecost. )

A PLAY COMES TO LIFE. We felt a particu-
lar delight to receive the program of Theophilus, a
XIII Century miracle-play, revived by the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art in New York, aided by the Neigh-
borhood Playhouse School of the Theater and a group
from the Choir of the Pius X School of Liturgical
Music. As stated by the leaflet, this play is an early
version of the “Faust problem.” It deals with the
eternal subject of the entanglement of man in earthly
temptation and his redemption. If we read well the
names of some of the collaborators to this project,
they do not sound obviously Catholic; and non-sec-
tarian groups once more have opened the portals to
our own treasures that we persist to leave closed.
Many thanks to the Pius X School of Liturgical
Music to have upheld the interest which we should show
in these revivals. They are an essential contribution to
the evolution of the theater; they show to amazed audi-
ences how the Middle Ages had a dramatic concept
of their own, intimately related to popular and reli-
gious experience, which could solve many of our
problems today. In particular, they unveil the dra-
matic possibilities of some Gregorian melodies, which
become unforgettable when heard in these surround-
ings. If any reader looks for a new theatrical experi-
ence, here is the open field still unexplored.

A CHOIRMASTER ADVISES. We read regu-
larly in the Catholic Standard of Philadelphia the
“Notes from the Choir Loft” written each week by
Paul M. Goelzer. They are particularly interesting,
for they flow not so much from the pen than they are
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dictated by the experience of one who, as many others,
struggles along. But he struggles well, because he has
the courage to face the issues involved in the job of
making Sacred Music. We take the permission to
quote in short the sum of his remarks in one of the
last issues of the newspaper:

1. Those of us responsible for the music sung
are always susceptible to, and therefore must neces-
sarily be on the alert for, that state of lethargy com-
monly known as “in a rut.”

2. Nothing reflects the attitude of the choirmaster
more than the state of mind of his choir.

3. It is a part of the duty of a choirmaster to
plan his programs and rehearsals so that an eager-
ness to learn is the practice instead of the exception.

4. This mental “fog” may even reach the members
of the Church who attend the services.

There follow some advices about “how keeping on
our toes”—1. Let us first look at our repertoire. Are
we able to diversify the music selected for each Sun-
day? Do you plan to have a new piece to prepate at
each rehearsal? How about the Propers? They are a
wonderful means of diversification. 2. Give to the choir
an occasional opportunity for a concert or to sing as
guest in another Church. 3. Show confidence in your
choir and try them out on that score, putting them
“on the spot.” 4. Bring in a guest who will address
your singers and “pep them up.”

Maybe there is no new idea in the foregoing ad-
vices; but there is the unmistakable stamp of experi-
ence. “The main thing is,” as writes Mr. Goelzer,
“to do something. You will be surprised at the kick
you will get out of it yourself.” Which is another way
to repeat: Vade, et tu fac similiter.

JOSEPH BONNET is one of the most refined
musicians among world-renowned organists.  The
keenness of his organ technique so appreciated by
the musical world has its control-room in a mind of
large and well-balanced musicianship. He is superior
in this to many of his contemporary compattiots; and
moreover his acquaintance with the true spirit of
liturgical music is profound. Here is the program
which he performed in a Protestant Church of Boston,
for the enlightenment of the members of the Organist
Guild on January 28th. It is self-evident that it had
not, and could not have, a liturgical plan proper; but
the variety of the selections is an exemplary witness to
the electicism of this great artist.



EASTER 1942

Louis Couperin........... Chaconne

Nicolas de Grigny......... Recit de tierce en taille

Francois Couperin Offertoire sure les Grands Jeux da
le Grand...ooooo la Messe solenelle des Paroisses

Johann Sebastian Bach...Two Preludes on “Liebster Jesu,
wir sind hier”
a. four part harmonization of the
Chorale
b. canon at the Fifth (five parts)
for three Manuals and Pedal
Passacaglia et Thema Fugatum
Joseph Bonnet............. Poemes d’automne
a. Lied des Chrysanthemes
b. Matin provencal
c. Poeme du Soir
Jehan Alain Litanies
Seth Bingham ............. Choral (St. Flavian)
Bells of Riverside
Alexandre Guilmant...... Noel languedocien
Charles-Marie Widor......Allegro cantabile (Symphonie V)
Cesar Franck........... Choral in A minor (No. 3)

SERGE KOUSSEVITSKY, conductor of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra, has issued an appeal to
the musicians of the United States, which is as follows

“We, the musicians of the great American democ-
racy, must fully participate in the gigantic struggle
for the highest human values our glorious country and
her Allies are engaged in. We must share the joys and
sorrows, the achievements and toils, the victories and
defeats, finally the necessary sacrifice, involved in the

struggle.

“We must bring the gladness of music to all
soldiers in their camps, forts and battle areas.

“We must give the vitalizing beauty of music to
all the wounded, sick and disabled soldiers in their

hospitals, homes and elsewhere.

“By the consoling power of music we must lighten
the sorrows of all those who lost their dear ones in this
tragic conflict. The sublime joy of music must be
accessible to all who need it in this trying moment
of history.

The appeal has more than a patriotic significance.
Although Catholics should be ready to participate in
this national campaign of music, they may see also an
indication of the value of music for themselves in
these troubled times. They as well are to feel the
sting of the privations and the sorrows which war
brings always in its path. Made conscious by an
authority no less than Koussevitzky of the consoling
influence of music, are we not going to make a special
effort to give to the faithful the consolation which

they will need by true Sacred Music, the only one
capable of worthily complementing prayer? Therefore,
let our motto be in time of war: more and better
singing.

MSGR. MANZETTI, passed away in the Lord.
It would obviously be useless to comment on the im-
portant place which he obtained in the reform of
Sacred Music in America. It would also be too early
to attempt an appreciation of the value of his work.
Most certain it is that, in years when there was hardly
anything resembling to a musical movement in the
Church of America, he had vision, and manifested an
outstanding ability. We are apt, when circumstances
have brought us a step further towards realizing a
program, to under-rate the work of those who had to
labor without the benefit of a program. Having re-
ceived the notice of the death of Msgr. Manzetti too
late that it might be inserted in the last issue, we give
here a glimpse of his career, so tha