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THIS ISSUE

A special review of the progress that has been made in
the three-year-old program for Church Music improvement
in Syracuse, New York, shows that a prudent and care-
fully calculated plan can be successful. Other dioceses need
only follow this model, or that of any of the other dioceses
that have been reviewed in CAECILIA during the past few
years to determine a suitable procedure for their own areas.
Call it Catholic Action, The Liturgical Movement, Obedi-
ence to Papal Regulations, Culture or just plain Common
Sense, — any diocese which wants better conditions in
Church Music can have them within five years from the
time they actually decide to stop talking about conditions
and begin doing something to correct them.

Father James E. Callaghan, under the direction of Bishop
Foery, shows how Syracuse is meeting the challenge of
those who say “It Can't Be Done — Nobody Wants It”
(except the Pope and his Councils). Note ‘also that in this
diocese a considerable amount of help is being received
from laymen covering various regions.

The music pages show the type of material which the
diocese is using and which one of its own composers has
developed for the diocesan program.
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The September-October issue will contain an article by
Rev. Mother Cohalan of the Pius X School, New York
City, and one by a noted foreign scholar on the suitability

of the twelve-tone system for Church Music. The former
paper was read at the Congress on Church Music in Mexi-
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Following is an English translation of the original Italian text of a prayer
personally composed by His Holiness Pope Pius XII, expressly for the
occasion of the proclamation of the dogma of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven. It was recited for the first time by the Holy
Father himself at the conclusion of the procession transferring the venerated
painting Salus Populi Romani (Health of the People of Rome) to St. Peter's
Basilica the evening of October 31, 1950. (Reprinted from The Pilot, Boston.)

“O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God and Mother of Men.

“We believe with all the fervor of our Faith in your triumphal Assumption,
both in body and soul, into Heaven, where you are acclaimed as Queen by all
the choirs of Angels and all the legions of the Saints; And we unite with them
to praise and bless the Lord Who has exalted you above all other pure crea-
tures, and to offer you the tribute of our devotion and our love.

“We know that your gaze, which on earth watched over the humble and
suffering humanity of Jesus, in Heaven is filled with the vision of that humanity
glorified, and with the vision of uncreated Wisdom, and that the joy of your
soul in the direct contemplation of the adorable Trinity causes your heart to
throb with overwhelming tenderness;

“And we, poor sinners, whose body weighs down the flight of the soul, beg
you to purify our hearts so that, while we remain here below, we may learn to
see God and God alone in the beauties of His creatures.

“We trust that your merciful eyes may deign to glance down upon our mis-
eries and our sorrows, upon our struggles and our weaknesses; that your counte-
nance may smile upon our joys and our victories; that you may hear the voice
of Jesus saying to you of each of us, as He once said to you of His beloved
disciple: behold thy son.

“And we, who call upon you as our Mother, we like John, take you as the
guide, strength and consolation of our mortal life.

“We are inspired by the certainty that your eyes, which wept over the earth
watered by the blood of Jesus, are yet turned toward this world, held in the
clutches of wars, persecutions, oppression of the just and the weak;

“And from the shadows of this vale of tears, we seek in your Heavenly as-
sistance and tender mercy comfort for our aching hearts and help in the trials
of the Church and of our fatherland.

“We believe, finally, that in the glory where you reign, clothed with the sun
and crowned with the stars, you are, after Jesus, the joy and gladness of all the
Angels and of all the Saints;

“And from this earth, over which we tread as pilgrims, comforted by our
faith in future resurrection, we look to you, our life, our sweetness and our hope;
draw us onward with the sweetness of your voice that one day, after our exile,
you may show us Jesus, the Blessed Fruit of your womb, O Clement, O Loving,
O Sweet Virgin Mary.”
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TEXT OF THE PROPER OF THE MASS
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION

An English version of the Proper the new Mass for the Feast of the

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin.

The Mass was expressly composed for

the occasion of the proclamation of the Assumption dogma and was used for
the first time by His Holiness Pope Pius XII at that ceremony. It is called
“Signum magnum,” from the opening Latin words of the Introit.

(Reprinted from The Pilot, Boston.)

INTROIT (Apoc. 12,1). AND A GREAT SIGN
appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon was under her feet, and upon
her head a crown of twelve stars. Sing to the Lord
a new song, because he has done wonderful things
(Ps. 97,1). v. Glory be to the Father, etc.

COLLECT: ALMIGHTY GOD OF ETERNAL
life by whom Mary, the Immaculate Virgin
Mother of thy Son, was assumed into the glory of
heaven in body and soul, grant, we beseech thee,
that by keeping our minds ever fixed on heaven-
ly things, we may become worthy to share her
glory: through the same Lord.

EPISTLE: (JUDITH 13, 22-25; 15,10). THE
Lord hath blessed thee by the power, because by
thee he hath brought our enemies to naught.
Blessed art thou, O daughter, by the Lord the most
high God, above all women upon the earth, Blessed
by the Lord who made heaven and earth, who
hath directed thee to cutting off the head of the
prince of our enemies, because he hath so magni-
fied thy name this day, that thy praise shall not
depart out of the mouth of men who shall be
mindful of the power of the Lord forever; for that
thou hast not spared thy life, by reason of the dis-
tress and tribution of thy people, but hast prevent-
ed our ruin in the presence of our God. Thou art
the glory of Jerusalem, thou art the joy of Israel,
thou art the honor of our people.

GRADUAL: (PS. 44: 11,12 & 14). HEARKEN,
O daughter, and see and incline thy ear. The king
shall greatly desire thy beauty. The daughter of
the king enters all adorned; of cloth of gold is her
raiment Alleluia, Alleluia. v. Mary has been as-
sumed into heaven, and the entire host of angels

rejoices. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: (LUKE 1, 41-50). AT THAT TIME

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and cried
out with a loud voice saying, “Blessed are thou
among women and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb! And how have I deserved that the mother
of my Lord should come to me? For behold, the
moment that the sound of thy greeting came to my
ears, the babe in my womb leapt for joy. And
blessed is she who has believed, because the things
promised her by the Lord shall be accomplished.”
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; because he
has regarded the lowliness of his handmaid; for
behold, henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed; because he who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his name; and his mercy
is from generation to generation on those who fear
him.”

OFFERTORY: (GEN. 3, 15). | WILL PUT EN-
mities between thee and the woman, and thy seed
and her seed.

SECRET: MAY THE OFFERING OF QOUR DE-
voted service ascend unto thee, O Lord; and may
the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, who was assumed
into Heaven by thee, so assist us with her prayers,
that our hearts, inflamed with love, may ever more
yearn after thee: through Our Lord. (Preface of
Our Lady).

COMMUNION: (LUKE 1,48 and 49). ALL

generations shall call me blessed; because he who
is mighty has done great things for me.

POST-COMMUNION: WE BESEECH THEE,
O Lord, Grant us who have partaken of the Sacra-
ment of Life, that through the merits and inter-
cession of that Blessed Virgin Mary whom thou
has assumed into Heaven we may be brought to
a glorious resurrection: through Our Lord.

Note: Musical settings of the Introit, Gradual-Alleluia, Offertory, and Communion parts of
this Mass are available: for Two Equal Voices and Organ by Sister M. Florentine, P.H.J.C.,
(No. 1796); for Unison, 2 Voices or S.A.B. by Cyr de Brant; and in Gregorian.
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SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

CAECILIA pays special tribute to the music program of the Diocese of Syra-
cuse, New York, by presenting a review of its progress and by setting down as
a permanent record the names of the people who made this progress possible.
Under the guidance and with the cooperation of the beloved Bishop of Syra-
cuse, the Most Reverend Walter A. Foery, and led by an energetic Diocesan
Director of Music in the person of Reverend James E. Callaghan, much has
been accomplished in a few short years. The entire program of Church. Music
restoration benefits from this type of courageous leadership, and various dio-
ceses should find the Syracuse story helpful as a guide for their own effort.

OULD THE GENERAL MUSIC
program of the Diocese of Syracuse
NMboth secular and sacred be strength-
Pened and improved by means of a
Diocesan music organization? Could
&==5lthc music educators themselves be
~—— Nbenefited by such an organization?
To answer these basic questions a group of or-
ganists, choir directors, and school music teachers
representative of the different sections of the dio-
cese was invited to meet in February of 1948 with
the Diocesan Director of Music Rev. James E.
Callaghan. The answer to each question was in af-
firmative with the stipulation that such an organ-
ization must operate slowly and prudently. Plans
were immediately made for a half-day conference
with the purpose of enlisting support and mem-
bership.

An initial diocesan conference was held in May
of 1948 marked by an attendance of over four
hundred. This meeting featured demonstrations
by the choirs of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Bing-
hamton; St. Mary’s, Oswego; and St. Joseph’s,
Utica, under the direction respectively of their or-
ganists and choirmasters, Mr. Michael L. Harend-
za, Mr. James Lally, and Mr. Paul McMahon,
A.A.G.O. The conference ended with Benediction
of the Most Blessed Sacrament given by His Ex-
cellency, the Most Rev. Walter A. Foery, Bishop
of Syracuse.

At this initial conference there were registered
67 organists, 149 sisters, and 13 religious com-
munities. Thus the new organization began.

OBJECTIVES

1. To strengthen and promote the general music
program of the Diocese.

2. To elevate the standards of sacred, liturgical
music in the Diocese to conform more admirably
with the Canons of official church music.

3. To improve the program of formal vocal
music education in the diocesan schools, elemen-
tary and secondary. :

4. To be of mutual guidance, assistance and
inspiration in solving the peculiar problems facing
organists, choir directors, and school music teach-
ers.

5. To find practical ways and means of afford-
ing school children, both elementary and high
school, more frequent opportunities for singing in
church what they are asked to study and learn in
school with the objective of providing trained and
interested personnel for the adult parish choirs of
the future.

6. In particular, to correct sensibly and pru-
dently poor taste in the choice of hymns.

7. In particular, to find ways and means of
meeting the problem of the changing boy voice
and of enlisting the musical interest and enthusi-
asm of the boy, especially the high school boy, in
good vocal music both secular and sacred.

8. To sponsor and promote regular and peri-
odic programs and demonstrations in the various
sections of the Diocese together with an annual
all-day diocesan music conference in Syracuse.

9. To use effectively the medium of a bulletin
to keep the members of the diocesan organization
aware of the musical activities of the Diocese and
to pass on to each other helpful hints and sugges-

tions.
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THE SECOND YEAR OF GROWTH AND
ACTIVITY

With the reopening of schools in September

1948 plans were announced for further advance

in music projects. As the year progressed sectional
conferences were held in Utica, Binghamton, and
Syracuse. The same program was followed in each
locality. The conferences opened at 2:30 p. m. in
one of the parish school auditoriums and contin-
ued to 4:30 with Benediction following at 4:45
in the parish church.

In each place the music educators were first
welcomed by the Diocesan Director of Music.
Then the first hour was given over to a demon-
stration in the preparation and singing of the
simpler types of unison Mass. The demonstration
was provided by the five organists and choir direc-
tors who serve as sectional chairmen for the or-
ganization. 'chese are Joseph J. McGrath,
F.A.G.O., Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, Syracuse; Leo A. Fisselbrand, A.A.G.O., St.
Anthony of Padua, Syracuse; J. Paul McMabhon,
A.A.G.O,, St. Joseph’s, Utica; Michael L. Har-
endza, S.S. Cyril and Methodius, Binghamton;
and James H. Lally, St. Mary’s, Oswego. The
Masses demonstrated were the Missa Brevis by C.
Rossini; Short Mass in Unison by P. Magri; and
Mass in Honor of St. Caecilia by Bottazo.

The second hour of the conference was devoted
to a choir workshop in which all in attendance
participated by study and singing. The material
used in the workshop included the Ave, Mundi
Gloria from the Parochial Hymnal; the Recordare
Virgo, the Gregorian Chant Offertory from the
Feast of the Seven Dolors; Ravanello’s Tantum
Ergo from the St. Gregory Hymnal; and the Eng-
lish hymn Ye Souls of the Faithful from the St.
Gregory Hymnal.

FIRST ALL DAY DIOCESAN CONFERENCE

In May of 1949 the first of the annual all-day
conferences was held. . It opened with a Solemn
High Mass in the Cathedral. The Ordinary of
the Mass Missa Brevis by Rossini was sung con-
gregationally by all the music educators in attend-
ance. The Proper of the Mass of St. Caecilia was
rendered by a schola of male organists and choir
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directors. As a supplementary Offertory the entire
assemblage sang the SATB Tantum Ergo of
Ravanello.

The conference session itself was opened at
1:30 p. m. in Cathedral School auditorium with
welcome extended by the Rt. Rev. David C. Gil-
dea, Superintendent of Schools and the Rev.
James E. Callaghan, Diocesan Director of Music.
There followed then demonstrations by an adult
choral group of mixed voices from S.S. Cyril and
Methodius, Binghamton; a choral group of high
school boys from Cathedral Academy; and the
male choir of St. Mary’s Oswego. Discussion from
the floor with the directors of the demonstrations
was encouraged.

The rest of the afternoon until 5:00 was occu-
pied by a choir workshop. The program included
the Ave, Mundi Gloria, as an example of modern
chant; the Recordare Virgo; Panis Angelicus
(SATB) by Palestrina; O Sacrum Convivium
(SATB) by McGrath; and Hail, Holy Queen
Enthroned Above (SATB) from St. Gregory’s
Hymnal.

MOUNTING MEMBERSHIP

By this the end of the first year of existence all
teaching communities, convents, institutions, and
schools of the diocese had been registered. All
but fifty of the organists and choir directors of the
Diocese were also listed in membership.

Four bulletins were sent to all registered mem-
bers during this first full year of activity. The
bulletins were mailed also to every pastor in the
Diocese.

In these bulletins was contained valuable in-
formation regarding the various pipe organs and
their builders. Models and prices were examined
and then described to the membership in an effort
to encourage the installation of good pipe organs.

PARTICIPATION OF THE SCHOOLS

It was now agreed that the time was opportune
for bringing the schools and the school children
more directly into the over-all program. The same
general pattern of three sectional conferences and
one diocesan meeting again was pursued. The
sectional program for this year was as follows:
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1. Ordinary of the Missa Spes Mea (In Honor
of St. Caecilia) by Joseph J. McGrath. This
three-part composition was artistically and intelli-
gently rendered by girls from the seventh through
the twelfth grades.

2. Credo IV was sung by boys of the fifth and
sixth grades.

3. The Proper of the Mass was rendered in
each locality by a schola of high school boys.

4. Hail, Holy Queen Enthroned Above and
the Holy God were sung by all as recessional
music.

It is very significant to note that in these three
sectional conference Masses a total of 48 schools
were represented. In Utica a combined choir of
800 children sang the music of the Mass; in Bing-
hamton, 750; and in Syracuse 1800. By the end
of the school year a total of 3,350 children had
participated in the singing of Mass.

The afternoon sessions of the sectional confer-
ences again were devoted to demonstrations by
school choral groups and parish choirs. The choir-
clinic or workshop idea had been discovered as
most interesting and practical to those attending
the meetings. The workshop material for this year
included again the Panis Angelicus of Palestrina;
the O Sacrum Convivium of McGrath; and the
two-part Missa Pro Pace also by McGrath.

The diocesan conference in Syracuse for this
year again brought together the membership of the
Diocesan Catholic Music Educators for the sing-
ing of the music of the Mass. The Proper was
sung by a schola of high school boys from Cathe-
dral Academy. The Ordinary of the Missa Pro
Pace was sung by the adult membership in attend-
ance. It was an interesting and rather successful
experiment. The Sisters and lay-women of alto
voice sang the lower voice part of the Mass to-
gether with the men while the soprano voices sang
the upper part.

The Cum Jubilo Gloria and Credo IV were in-
cluded in the Mass program together with the
SATB O Sacrum Convivium of McGrath as a
supplementary Offertory; and O God of Loveli-
ness as a recessional. The same workshop material
as used in the sectional meetings again was repeat-
peated at the diocesan conference.

This second year’s bulletins announced the
establishment of an annual membership fee of one
dollar. This nominal income is used to defray the
expense of bulletins and conferences.

Through the medium of this year’s bulletins
were carried also recommendations for repertory
prepared by Professor McGrath.

REPERTORY
1. Two-Part Masses.
a. Mass in Honor of St. Rose by Bottigliero.
b. Missa Exultet by Witt.
2A. Three-Part Masses — S.S.A.
a. Regina Pacis by Bragers.
b. Mass of St. Ambrose by Montani.
2B. Three-Part Masses — S.A.B.
a. Missa Fiat Voluntas Tua by Van Hulse.
b. Missa Auxilium Christianorum by J. Gru-
ber.
3. A Four-Part (SATB) English hymn for
Lenten use, In Silence Deep.

THIRD YEAR OF GROWTH AND
ACTIVITY

With the opening of another year of diocesan
music planning it was decided to make a deter-
mined effort to bring more boys into the singing
program especially those from the seventh through
the twelfth grades whose voices had changed or
were changing.

Again the same practical pattern of conference
Masses, demonstrations, and choir clinics was
maintained.

The following arrangement of chants and voices
for the year’s sectional Masses was followed:

1. Processional Hymn Full of Glory, Full of
Wonders (St. Gregory Hymnal) sung by all
vo'ces.

2. Introit sung by changed boy voices from
seventh through twelfth grades.

3. Kpyrie from Orbis Factor Mass No. XI sung
by unchanged voices, boys and girls from fifth
through twelfth grades.

4. Gloria from Alme Pater Mass No. X sung
by all unchanged voices.

5. Gradual sung by all changed voices.

6. Credo IV sung alternately by changed and
unchanged voices.

7. Offertory sung by changed voices.

8. Supplementary Offertory O Salutaris Hostia
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sung by all voices. This is a composition of Pro-
fessor McGrath for S. A. and B. voices with a
range permitting rendition of the baritone part by
the changed boy voice.

9. Sanctus and Benedictus from De Angelis
Mass No. VIII sung by unchanged voices.

10. Agnus Dei from Cunctipotens Genitor Deus
Mass No. IV sung alternately by changed and un-
changed voices.

11. Communion sung by changed voices.

12. Recessional Hymns, O God of Loveliness;
Holy God, and the Star Spangled Banner sung by
all voices.

Again 48 schools throughout the diocese par-
ticipated in this program. The schools were visited
by Mr. Fisselbrand, Mr. McMahon, and Mr.
Harendza, as sectional chairmen, and then gen-
eral rehearsals were held in the appointed church
the week of the conference date. In Binghamton
a massed choir of 1100 children sang the above
program; in Syracuse, 1200; and in Utica, 1300.
An approximate total of 500 high school boyssang
and their work was most encouraging. The fact
was established definitely by this year’s program
that if high school boys are given things to sing
that are interesting and comfortable for their voice
range then they are only too eager to join in the
music of the church.

The year’s demonstrations included not only
choral and choir groups but also instrumental
groups of school bands and orchestras. Efforts are
being made presently to foster greater participa-
tion in instrumental music, especially in strings,
among the parish schools. The choir clinic materi-
al this year was devoted to the study and singing
of Mr. McGrath’s SAB Missa Dominicalis; the
Cibavit Eos (SATB) by C. Tye; the Gregorian
Chant masterpiece Christus Factus Est, and new
SAB hymn settings arranged by Professor Fissel-
brand of Syracuse and Professor McMahon of
Utica.

At the sectional conference Masses in Syracuse
and in Utica, Bishop Foery presided and preached.
These Masses each year are broadcast by various
local radio stations.

SISTERS’ CHOIRS ESTABLISHED

This year of diocesan development witnessed
the establishment of Sister’s choirs in four sections
of the Diocese: Oswego, Utica, Binghamton, and
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Syracuse. Approximately two hunderd Sisters rep-
resentative of all the religious communities in the
Diocese rehearse two hours every month under the
direction respectively of Mr. Lally in Oswego, Mr.
McMahon in Utica, Mr, Harendza in Bingham-
ton, and Mr. Fisselbrand in Syracuse. The choirs
are studying a selected repertory from the Cantate
Domino collection of C. Rossini; the Spes Mea,
Pro Pace, and Missa Dominicalis Masses of Mr.
McGrath; the SAB hymn arrangements of Mr.
McMahon and Mr. Fisselbrand; and the various
Gregorian Chants prescribed for use in the school
program.

The Sisters have found these choral groups most
interesting and helpful and an excellent in-service-
training medium.

DIOCESAN MALE CHOIR ESTABLISHED

At the consecration of the Most Rev. David F.
Cunningham as Auxiliary to Bishop Foery the
music was rendered by a male choir composed of
members of the Priests’ Choir, Cathedral parish
choir, and several parish organists and choir direc-
tors. This group has been kept in existence and
has been rehearsing each month during the cur-
rent year. Plans for the choir embrace television
and radio programs; the recording of a repertory
of outstanding sacred music to be used on the vari-
ous Catholic radio programs throughout the Dio-
cese; and concerts of sacred music.

As time passes it is hoped also to make the
group a vehicle for demonstrating good liturgical
music to the various parish choirs of the Diocese.

THIRD ANNUAL DIOCESAN
CONFERENCE

This was the most successful and significant of
our yearly meetings. The conference opened with
the singing of High Mass in the presence of Bishop
Foery. The Diocesan male choir sang as proces-
sional the TTB Ecce Sacerdos Magnus from the
Cantate Domino collection of Rossini. The Prop-
er of the Votive Mass of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment was rendered also by the male choir. Two
hundred members of the four Sisters’ choirs assem-
bled and combined for the singing of the Ordi-
nary of Mr. McGrath’s Missa Spes Mea Mass
(SSA). The two groups together provided for
supplementary Offertory, O Salutaris Hostia
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(SAB) also by Mr. Grath. Mr. Fisselbrand
directed the singing and Mr. McGrath was at the
organ. Over three hundred were in attendance
for the afternoon session highlighted again by an
intensive choir workshop.

CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC

Another phase in the development of the dio-
cesan music program during the year was a con-
cert in sacred music given jointly by the Diocesan
Male Choir and the Syracuse Sisters’ Choir in the
auditorium of Most Holy Rosary Church, Syra-
cuse. This, it is hoped, will become also an an-
nual affair to serve as a medium for demonstrat-
ing to the general public of the community the
best in Catholic Church music. The program of
this year’s concert is listed as follows:

Group A — Sisters’ Choir:

1. Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei from the
Missa Spes Mea.

2. O Magne Joseph (SSA) from Cantate
Domino collection.

Group B — Diocesan Male Choir:

1. Ecce Sacerdos Magnus (T'TB) from Can-
tate Domino.

2. Three Tenebrae Responsories for Good
Friday, recent compositions of Mr. Mec-
Grath.

Intermission

Group C — Gregorian Chant — both choirs:
1. Christus Factus Est — Male choir
2. Recordare Virgo — Sisters choir.
3. Credo IV in alternation by both choirs.
Group D — Both Choirs:
1. O Salutaris Hostia (SAB) by McGrath.
2. The hymns Soul of My Savior and Re-
member Holy Mary arranged in SAB by
Mr. Fisselbrand.
3. Cibavit Eos (SATB) by C. Tye.

Professor McGrath and Professor Fisselbrand
shared the conducting of the concert and accom-
paniment was provided by Professor John Hutch-
inson, organist and choir director at St. Patrick’s,
Syracuse.

TWO-DAY SEMINAR SCHEDULED FOR
AUGUST 16 — 17

The first in an annual series of short summer
sessions in music participation and practice will
be held in Syracuse on the dates of August 16 and
17. The precise purpose of this project is to sup-
plement and implement the year’s activities and
also to provide a valuable vehicle of teacher train-
ing. The five organists and choir directors who
serve as sectional chairmen throughout the dio-
cese will compose the faculty of the seminar. Fol-
lowing is an outline of the courses to be offered:

1. The study and application of Tonal and
Rhythmic Relationships and Combinations. Con-
tent will consider both chant and measured music.
Mr. McGrath will teach the course.

2. Repertory in High School Music, Sacred and
Secular. Mr. McMahon and Mr. Fisselbrand will
give this course.

3. Repertory for Parish Choirs. On August 16,
this course will be conducted by Mr. Lally and
Mr. Fisselbrand; On August 17 by Mr. Lally and
Mr. McMahon.

4. The final period each day will be devoted
to a Round Table Discussion of Music problems
encountered by our membership. The five-man
faculty will provide the panel for the discussion.

Mr. Harendza who is a specialist and expert in
school music teaching will offer each day one of
his splendid model-lesson demonstrations.

Each day’s sessions will close with Benediction
of the Most Blessed Sacrament in the Cathedral.
The hymns for Benediction will be rehearsed dur-
ing the seminar and sung congregationally by all
in attendance at the school. To permit greater
participation it is planned to have one of the or-
ganists play a prelude for Benediction; another to
accompany the hymns; and a third to provide an
organ postlude.

NEXT YEAR’S PROGRAM

With the coming of another school year in Sep-
tember, 1951, efforts again will be directed to-
ward the “Boy Problem.” It has already been an-
nounced to the schools that the SAB “Missa Do-
niinicalis” of Mr. McGrath will be used in all of
the conference Masses for next year.
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Holy Rosary Boys Chancel Choir, Directed by Sr. M. Scholastica, I.H.M.

LETTER FROM SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS

Reverend James E. Callaghan

Much has been accomplished in three short
years towards placing our diocesan music program
on a sound, healthy basis. From the beginning
the “Modus Agendi” has been a modest, prudent
one. We have been content to move ahead slow-
ly but surely. Each year we seek to improve upon
and add to what has been accomplished during
the previous one. Problems are faced realistically.
Future planning is pointed towards the strengthen-
ing and improving of the high school program of
vocal music both sacred and secular. We are con-
cerned still with the problem of encouraging more
young people, especially boys, to study organ in
preparation for the vocation of parish organist
and choir director.

The development of the diocesan program to
date is indebted to Bishop Foery who has been al-
ways and constantly sympathetic; understanding
and cooperative.

The considered counsel and experience of the
former Superintendent of Schools, the Rt. Rev.
David C. Gildea, were of special aid in the inau-
guration of the program. His kindness and help
still follow closely its program.

The Diocese has been peculiarly blessed in hav-
ing five organists-chairmen, exceedingly well
trained and equipped, who have contributed both
gratuitously and generously to the program. These
splendid Catholic gentlemen have visited the
schools, conducted our choir clinics, directed the
Sisters’ choir and have helped plan wisely each
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phase of development. Too much cannot be said
in tribute to Mr. McGrath, Mr. Fisselbrand, Mr.
Lally, Mr McMahon, and Mr. Harendza. Serv-
ing in various sections of the Diocese they foster
and focus its music program.

The Sisters in our schools have been completely
cooperative and magnanimous in their generosity
of time and effort. With great wisdom they have
inspired the children to artistic and intelligent
participation in the singing of our conference
Masses. Under their guidance also the programs
rendered by the combined choirs are now sung
regularly by individual units 