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Approved Hymnals for Evéry Need

SATB Voices: THE PIUS TENTH HYMNAL

A new repertoire of hymns arranged for Uni-
son, Two-equal or Four Mixed Voices. Book
contains hymns, chants, polyphony and service
music.

.o
Unison Voices: AVE MARIA HYMNAL
Recently added to the M & R Catalogue.

LAUDATE HYMNAL

Official hymnal for the Diocese of Kansas City,
Kansas.

MONASTERY HYMNAL
A compilation of hymns by A. P. Bragers

0
Two Voices: ALVERNO HYMNAL
A complete repertoire of Two-part hymnody.

SAINT ROSE HYMNAL

Widely used in parochial high schools and
colleges.

MOUNT MARY HYMNAL

Standard repertoire. Contains many SSA
arrangements.

TTBB Voices: SAINT ANDREW HYMNAL

Best known hymns for services throughout the
church year.

SAAB or SATB Voices: ROSARIAN HYMNAL

Selected hymns taken from the St. Rose
Hymnal and especially arranged for high school
singers.

e

Also available are hymn pamphlets for various seasons and services
Send for copies on approval
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IN THIS ISSUE

The contents of this issue represent a sum-
ming up of the Jubilee Year of the Motu Pro-
prio. Three articles serve as focal points for
looking back on what has been achieved. Father
Jones’ vigorously written “Liturgy and Parish
Life” analyzes the principles that underlie musi-
co-liturgico actions as interpreted from the
writings and life of Blessed Pius Tenth; Mr.
Schehl’s “Reminiscences” take special note of
some of the people who made Church Music
history in the last half century; then, too, Mr.
Goineau gives us the benefit of a personally con-
ducted survey which he made to find out how
extensively church musicians actually heeded
Blessed Pius Tenth’s instructions of fifty years
ago and then did something about it . . . The
Music Supplement ties in with the subject mat-
ter of this issue, also, by offering three hymns
composed in honor of Blessed Pius Tenth-. .. A
selected list of Christmas programs given last
year will be of interest to those struggling with
planning the same this year . . . Father Guent-
ner continues his stimulating series of comments
on new record releases.

THE COVER

Mr. Gerard Rooney is preparing a series of
covers for the Marian Year. The Advent cover
is the first. Our Lady in dogma and hymnody
will be the main heading for all the drawings.
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YEAR SET ASIDE TO
HONOR THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Catholics throughout the world have been called upon by Pope Pius XII to
join in observing a Marian Year in commemoration of the centenary of the
proclamation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

The Holy Father’s appeal was contained in a 5000-word encyclical letter to
Bishops everywhere which announced that the Marian Year would begin next
December and extend until December of 1954.

During this period, Pope Pius urged, Catholics should lift their minds and
hearts in prayerful intercession to the Mother of God for the multiple needs of
modern men.

CENTENARY OF DOGMA

It was on December 8, 1854 that Pope Pius IX proclaimed as an infallible
Catholic doctrine that the Virgin Mary “in the first instant of her conception
was, by a singular grace and privilege of Almighty God, in view of the merits

- of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the human race, preserved exempt from all stain

of original sin.”

Entitled “Fulgens Corona Gloriae” (Shining Crown of Glory), the papal en-
cyclical declared that the centenary celebrations should serve to stimulate an
earnest devotion to the Mother of God in the souls of all Catholics, and en-
courage them, as far as possible, to conform their lives in the image of the
Virgin.

The National Catholic Music Educators Association will take special note of
this year of Our Lady when they come together for their annual convention
next Mary’s month (1954) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Details of this meeting
will be given at a later date.

Meanwhile church music circles will want to ponder the possibility of devel-
oping suitable programs during the Marian Year to give emphasis to the Holy
Father’s proclamation. Through music we can give special honor to the Mother
of God, Patroness of the United States.

CAECILIA
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THE LITURGY AND PARISH LIFE

Paper read during the National Eucharistic Congress, Sydney. April 16th, 1953

N SUNDAY NEXT, APRIL 19th,

we in Australia commemorate the
150th Anniversary of the first official
permission given by Governor King,
to celebrate Mass in this country.
/A That anniversary has inspired the

every corner of the continent and indeed from
many countries overseas have come to share our
joy on this occasion. In recent years a Eucharistic
Congress has become the normal expression of im-
portant commemorations; it would therefore seem
fitting that during these celebrations some tribute
be paid to the Supreme Pontiff to whom under
God we owe, more than anyone else, the revival
of Eucharistic Life in the Church — to Blessed
Pius X of holy memory. Last year, the shadows
which hang over the Church Militant were for a
brief moment forgotten when the whole Christian
family rejoiced at the Beatification of him who has
rightly been styled the Pope of the Eucharist.
Please God that same family will not have to wait
many more years before celebrating his canoniza-
tion. Certainly no one has been raised to the altar
in this century who has had such a profound in-
fluence on the life of the Church and of the mil-
lions of the faithful. In August fifty years ago,
Joseph Sarto was elected Pope. The worldly wise
shook their heads. In such obviously difficult
times, the election of an apparently undistinguished
Italian Prelate, the son of very poor parents,
reared in an obscure district of northern Italy,
with little experience of the world and its politics
seemed little short of a disaster. He was such a
contrast to the aristocratic Leo XIII. Prior to the
conclave, one French Cardinal remarked to him
that he was not even eligible since he knew no
French. He himself viewed with dismay during
the conclave the gradually mounting votes in his
favor.

Yet looking back over this twentieth century, it
is now crystal clear that in his election, the Holy

Father Jones is Vice-Director of Melbourne Conserva-
tory of Music and Choir Director of St. Patrick Cathe-
dral in Melbourne. He was in charge of all music sung
at the Eucharistic Congress held in Australia last spring.

by Rev. Dr. Percy Jones, Ph.D., Mus. D.

Spirit had raised up a successor to St. Peter who
personally led a reformation of Church Life such
as had never been witnessed in the Church before.
A namesake predecessor of his, St. Pius V had
guided the Church during a previous upheaval
and renaissance, but he had men of the stamp of
St. Robert Bellarmine to urge the reform. Pius X
reformed the Church almost single-handed. Cer-
tainly he led the way and if he had the invaluable
assistance of men like Cardinal Merry del Val and
others as his advisers, it was from his leadership
that they drew their inspiration. His pontificate
was in the main the implementing of reforms

Father Jones

which he realized necessary from his own experi-
ence as a seminarist, a curate, a Parish Priest and
a Bishop. His rule was not that of a head of a
government but that of a pastor of souls. His very
motto ““To restore all things in Christ” summar-
ized his achievement as well as his intentions.
There is not a single aspect of Church Life as we
know it today that does not bear the imprint of
his personal direction. Tt was to him we owe the
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Code of Canon Law in force today; it is to him
we owe the initial steps in Catholic Action; it is
to him we owe the defeat of perhaps the most in-
sidious heresy in the Church — Modernism. But
if today we are part of a family in which millions
of its members are vitally aware of their faith and
are courageously living that faith amid increasing
secularization, paganism and persecution, it is be-
cause Blessed Pius X, a man of prayer and a true
shepherd led his flock back to the true pastures of
the sacramental life which its Divine Founder had
left as their daily food and nourishment.

Pius X had been for too long a priest working
in a parish not to realize what had been missing
in parochial life. With the highly individualistic
approach of the seventeenth, eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries to religion and God, he had seen
Catholics regarding prayer as a mere private mat-
ter between an individual and his God. He had
scen the damage that the exaggerated pietism of
the Jansenists and the reply of their opponents
whose only solution seemed to have been to offer
one form of individualistic piety to offset the
other — he had seen the damage that this unsac-
ramental life had done to the Church, the Mass,
Holy Communion unfrequented — altogether a
family starved of its food — a family lacking vita-
mins and therefore lacking vitality. Worse still he
had seen a clergy equally ignorant of this primary
source of the Spiritual life. A clergy side-tracked
into providing spiritual trivialities and non-essen-
tials, helpless before the tide of socialism, and them-
selves relying on their own resources for their life
of prayer. T

The answer of Pius X to this state of affairs was
clear — reform the Breviary so that the Clergy
have a balanced form of prayer, frequent and
early Communion so that the faithful receive con-
stantly, even daily, and from early childhood, the
chief food of their souls — the Bread of Angels —
Christ Himself. He realized that with such Divine
nourishment, the vitality of the Church would re-
turn and prevail. And so it has proved — the mis-
sionary activity of this century, the rise and growth
of a holy and apostolic laity and the universal
loyalty of the faithful to the See of Peter which
have been such striking phenomena of this twenti-
eth century must be traced back to the call of Pius
X to restore all things in Christ by a return to the
sacramental life of the Church.

But kLis work did not cease there — in fact it
did not begin there. With the intuitive eye of a
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saint, he saw the deep underlying misunderstand-
ing which was the cause of the spiritual inertia —
it was that the sacraments — even the Mass itself
— were only appreciated for the good they pro-
duced in the individual soul. The fundamental
basis of all religion, namely the worship and glory
of God was obscured or forgotten. The churches
had become shabby, the ornaments, the paintings
and the statuary had become shoddy and the mu-
sic, if it existed at all, had degenerated into a con-
cert to tickle the ears and satisfy the emotions of
the listeners. All these externals were but the ex-
pression of the petty, shabby minds of the people
— they were the indication of a tragic lack of
realization of what the worship of God demand-
ed. The mind of sacrifice — “the mind that was
in Christ Jesus” was absent — people prayed for
what they could get out of it.

How was he to bring the people of God to real-
ize their position before their Creator? How was
he to bring it home to, them that they were a royal
priesthood, a chosen people, a privileged family —
brothers of Christ under the fatherhood of God?
How was he to make them realize their solidarity
— their common bonds which would be the
strength of the Church in the ensuing decades?
On the surface his reply seemed to be so futile as
to merit scorn. And whether merited or not, it
met with scorn and continues to meet with scorn.
After his first Encyclical in October, 1903, in
which he outlined his policy — of restoring all
things in Christ — the first document he issued to
the Universal Church was the Motu Proprio of
November 22nd, 1903, on Sacred Music. Well
might the churchmen and the laity of the Church,
reared in the cultural backwaters of nineteenth
century romanticism and liberalism look askance
at the announcement of a Papal document on
music and a Motu Proprio at that — “on his own
volition.” And yet the opening sentences of that
masterly decree showed immediately that Blessed
Pius X had put his finger on the core of the
disease: —

“Among the cares of the pastoral office, not
only of this Supreme Chair, which We, though
unworthy, occupy through the inscrutable dis-
position of Providence, but of every local church,
a leading one is without question that of main-
taining and promoting the decorum of the
House of God, in which the august mysteries of
religion are celebrated, and where the Christian
people assemble to receive the grace of the Sac-
raments, to assist at the Holy Sacrifice of the



NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1953

altar, to adore the most august Sacrament of
the Lord’s Body and to unite in the common
prayer of the Church in the public and solemn
liturgical offices. Nothing should have place
therefore, in the temple calculated to disturb or
even merely to diminish the piety and devotion
of the faithful, nothing that may give reason-
able cause for disgust or scandal, nothing, above
all, which directly offends the decorum and the
sanctity of the sacred functions and is thus un-
worthy of the House of Prayer and of the Maj-
esty of God. We do not touch separately on
the abuses in this matter which may arise. To-
day our attention is directed to one of the most
common of them, one of the most difficult to
eradicate, and the existence of which is some-
times to be deplored in places where everything
else is deserving of the highest praise — the
beauty and sumptuousness of the temple, the
splendour and the accurate performances of the
ceremonies, the attendance of the clergy, the
gravity and the piety of the officiating ministers.
Such is the abuse affecting sacred chant and
music . . . Filled as we are with a most ardent
desire to see the true Christian spirit flourish
in every respect and be preserved by all the
faithful, we deem it necessary to provide before
aught else for the sanctity and dignity of the
temple, in which the faithful assemble for no
other object than that of acquiring this spirit
from its foremost and indispensable fount, which
is the active participation in the most holy
mysteries and in the public and solemn prayer
of the Church. And it is vdin to hope that the
blessing of Heaven will descend abundantly upon
us, when our homage to the Most High, instead
of ascending in the odour of sweetness, puts into
the hand of the Lord the scourges wherewith of
old the Divine Redeemer drove the unworthy
profaners from the Temple.”

Here was the Pope’s remedy for the malady —
the primary and indispensable fount at which the
true Christian spirit is acquired is the active parti-
cipation in the sacred mysteries and in the liturgy
of the Church. Surely nothing could be clearer
than this. And yet fifty years after he had penned
these words we look around to find in many places
the same ignorance, antipathy and indifference
which Pius X deplored. Pius himself had no doubt
in his mind. As a young seminarist he had learnt
the power and beauty of the Church music, as
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a young priest and as a parish priest he had proved
over and over again the vital part it played in a
true parochial life, and as a Bishop he saw the
need to draw people back to God by love and
the deepest expression of love — music. Here was
a holy priest speaking out of the abundance of
his heart and his experience, not as a mere aes-
thete or unpractical dreamer.

Throughout his Pontificate Pius X pursued this
ideal of active participation in the liturgy. He or-
dered the return to the pristine melodies of the
chant — “Revertimini ad fontes” he said in set-
ting up the Commission for the restoration of the
Gregorian Melodies. He reformed the Breviary, he
encouraged frequent and early Communion in
every way, setting an example in the Papal cere-
monies in the Sistine Chapel and in St. Peter’s —
he set out to draw people to express their love to
God in the traditional chants of the Church.
Here was the love song of Christ’s Bride held in
esteem again.

And that love-song has continued despite oppo-
sition and indifference. It has been fostered by
each succeeding Pope, by Benedict XV who gave
the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music its present
buildings, by Pius XI who, on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of Motu Proprio issued his
Apostolic Constitution on the Liturgy and sacred
music, in which he called for detailed instruction
in Church Music to be given in schools, colleges,
and seminaries, and the constant use of the chant
in ceremonies so that the people no longer remain
“detached and silent spectators.” But above all,
nearly fifty years after Motu Proprio, Pope Pius
XII in two of the great Encyclicals of all time
“Mystici Corporis” and ‘“Mediator Dei” gave to
the world a doctrinal and spiritual exposition of
the Church’s life of prayer which set a final seal
on the call of his predecessor to restore all things
in Christ through an active participation in this
vital sacramental life.

Never was the call of the Pastor of souls more
timely. Amid the cross-currents of false philoso-
phies, religions and politics, the Bark of Peter must
steer a steady course. Before the waves of philoso-
phical idealism, positivism and atheistic existen-
tialism the Church must remain the defender of
objective truth; before the insidious attacks of
modernism and indifferentism, the Church must
proclaim its belief in dogma; before the excesses of
totalitarianism and atheistic materialism, the
Church must stand erect as the Mystical Body of
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Christ, the real centre of the brotherhood of man.

But truth is not sufficient for mankind today.
Subject to so many specious onslaughts of false
philosophers and tyrants, by a diabolical perver-
sion of the printed word so that today the cher-
ished word “Propaganda” has become suspect and
synonymous with deceit, men have come to dis-
trust the rationalization of truth. With so much
evil in the world — so much cruelty, men look for
love and beauty. Even for those who know the
truth, they need something more to help them.
Pope Pius XII himself has said: “There was per-
haps never a time in the history of the Church
when people were so well instructed as they are
today, yet there was perhaps never a time when
men have witnessed so tragic a divorce between
theory and practice.” And why is that? It is be-
cause we have in a large measure relied on the
power of the instructed word to convey truth. We
have relied too much on knowledge of the discur-
sive type. We stress so much that Christ is “The
Truth”, that we forget that He is also “The Way
and the Life”. We think that once we have in-
doctrinated the intellect by Catechism and Apolo-
getics and shaped the Will by “character training”
that we have reached the soul of men. But we
haven’t. There is a world of difference between
knowing a truth and realizing it. There is a world
of difference between doing something out of a
sense of duty and doing it out of love. Hence the
tragic divorce between theory and practice. Man
is not merely a composite of rational intellect and
will. There is a host of other elements that go to
form his personality and unless these other ele-
ments are nurtured and fostered, we cannot pro-
duce the integral Christian man. Truth cannot be
cold truth, it must be resplendent, morals cannot
be the mere expression of duty, they must be the
expression of love — of a vital soul pulsating with
the life of sanctifying grace. It is for this reason
that the Church calls upon the arts to adorn and
represent its truths. It calls on painting and statu-
ary to stimulate the imagination and the memory,
it calls on music to express its love, for as St. Au-
gustine puts it: “Cantare amantis est”, — “A lover
must sing.”” And it is this expression in beauty of
the truths of the faith that must attract the Cath-
olic and the non-Catholic. Beauty is the splen-
dour of truth, it is a shining forth, it is a pean of
love arising in the soul that contemplates the infi-
nite perfection and love of God. Surely this is the
purpose of our education and of our pastorate.
And all this is provided for us in the liturgy of the
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Church. The liturgy is nothing but the beauty of
divine truth lived and expressed by Christ and the
members of His Mystical Body. It is the song and
action of the Whole Christ worshipping and prais-
ing God, offering Him the ineffable Victim of
Calvary and with that Divine Victim, offering the
minds and hearts and bodies of all those who are
bound to Him in this bond of supernatural love.

Before concluding may we for a moment in-
dulge in a cursory examination of conscience.
What is the position here in Australia? Can it be
said that here is a country in which the full vitali-
ty of the Church is expressed in its life of prayer?
The answer is yes and no. If we take cognizance
of the frequentation of the sacraments and of the
vast numbers of the faithful who unite themselves
with the priest and with Christ in the Mass
through following the words of the Holy Sacrifice
in the Missal, and if we recognize the vast num-
bers who, this week, are paying special homage to
our Eucharistic Lord, the answer is “Yes, to some
degree.” But if we seek for the very existence of,
let alone the active participation of the faithful in
the solemn ceremonies of the Church we must
honestly admit that despite splendid efforts in a
few places there is much yet to be done. There
are of course reasons for this state of affairs in the
past. Until a previous generation the accent in
Church activity was on the school — schools had
to be built, they had to be staffed, they had to be
developed. In this generation the accent moved to
the Hall. All the various branches of the lay apos-
tolate have absorbed so much of the priest’s time
that little was left for what he considered the
trimmings. Is it not time that the accent moved
to the church itself? Is it not time that the priest
should concentrate on being a priest and being
concerned with the fullest observance of the
priestly functions? It is surely an extraordinary
mentality that can attend to details of football
teams and not find time to encourage choirs and
congregations to join him in the sacrifice of peren-
nial praise. Church music is not just a hobby, it
is an integral part of the Church’s prayer as Pius
X clearly states. He himself set an example as a
priest in training choirs wherever he was stationed.
And every Pope of this century has set out the re-
quirements of the Church in this matter as it af-
fects dioceses, religious orders, seminaries, schools
and confraternities. It is this life of the liturgy
that is essential to a full Catholic faith. As Pius
XTI says in his Encyclical, “Quas Primas”, — “In
fact the yearly celebration of the Holy Mysteries
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has far greater efficacy than all the weightiest
documents of the ecclesiastical magisterium, to
teach the people the things of faith and thereby
to elevate them to the interior joys of life.”

What suggestions then can be made? It seems
to me that remedies can be made on three levels
— the parochial, the diocesan, and the national
level.

The Parish

Let us take the parochial level first. After the
family, the parish is the smallest unit in the
Church’s organization and if the priests are con-
vinced, it does not take long for the people to re-
act. They will respond. There are first of all the
children in the schools. They are the mustard
seed in the active liturgical life of the parish. They
can be trained and as they grow up their training
can be used in the confraternities and in the con-
gregational singing. In the meantime, once they
are able to sing a Mass, they should be provided
with the opportunities in the Church, especially
on important feasts in the Church. And by im-

portant feasts I mean, not just Easter and Pente-

cost and other such, but also feasts of Corpus
Christi, the Sacred Heart, Sts. Peter and Paul,
and such feasts which fall on school days when the
whole school should celebrate the Church’s Feast.
Today, if a flag is flown from a boy’s school it is
often not to celebrate a church feast but a sport-
ing event. The priest should do all in his power
to bring the nuns and brothers into the life of
parish  worship. The religious orders should be
made to realize that that is what they exist for
fundamentally. Teaching secular subjects is only
a necessary means. But to the thinking Catholic it
is a matter of some surprise that the religious
brother will spend hours on the playground with
boys, but not share their life of parochial prayer,
and that religious nuns can teach secular music in
a convent but not conduct a children’s choir at
High Mass in their parish Church.

As for the adults, the priest has at his service
the sodalities and the confraternities which can be
taught the Gregorian Chant melodies of the Mass.
And then there is the parish choir to give the lead.
But today it is true to say that most parish choirs
do not exist or are in a poor state. And whose
fault is that? It is at least to a large extent the
priest’s fault. He rarely visits them or encourages
them — he doesn’t use his influence in the parish
to recruit members and then wonders why the
choir is poor. To me the most important single
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reform that must be made is to change the sung
Mass to an early hour. Times have changed with
the practice of frequent communion, all those will-
ing to sing in a Church choir desire to receive
Holy Communion each week. Now especially with
the rule of water not breaking the fast, choristers
can without difficulty sing while still fasting and
the Sung Mass can be transferred to one of the
early masses. This could mean that each Con-
fraternity could have a sung Mass — sung by the
members themselves alternating with the choir,
and the choir singing the Proper. The mention of
the Proper raises one of the main difficulties of a
sung Mass. And yet this is not a grave difficulty;
the choir can sing the Proper texts on a Psalm
tone or on bigger feasts sing a simple melody such
as those provided in the Blessed Pius X Hymnal
which is published here in Australia.! As for the
text itself and its pronunciation, the priest can give
some initial help, and the vocabulary is so com-
paratively small and the rules of pronunciation so
invariable that a little practice will dispel this
bogey.

One last word on parochial ceremonies. Any
priest who treasures his priesthood should be anx-
ious to try all the ceremonies attached to the
sacramental and liturgical life of the Church, be-
fore faliing back on personal preferences. Some
priests are reminiscent of a certain type of non-
Catholic who wiil try every form of religion before
examining the claims of the Catholic Church.
Some of us will try every type of private devotion
rather than celebrate the Mass, offices and proces-
sions of the Church in their proper form. Too
much attention is paid to the Catholic who looks
on the Church as a place to go to obtain favours
— he is what I would call a “gibbit-shillin’ ”
Catholic, and what he seeks is a Bingo liturgy!
Surely it is time we made the praise and worship
of Almighty God top priority in our churches and
offered Him our best not our second-best or third-
best.

And even where, for one reason or another, it is
not possible to begin with the sung Mass, there is
the Dialogue Mass, which has done a great deal
in many parishes to make the congregation realize
that it is their Sacrifice as well as ours. Indeed it
may be said that the Dialogue Mass is a necessity
in the average Australian Parish where there are
often three, four and sometimes five masses each
Sunday. If every Pope of this century has re-

1 Not to be confused with the Pius X Hymnal pub-
lished in the U. S. A. — Ed.
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iterated the voice of Pius X that “active participa-
tion in the most holy mysteries is the primary and
indispensable source of the true Christian spirit,”
then it must be admitted that ninety per cent, if
not more of Australian Catholics are being denied
this primary and indispensable source in an ade-
quate way. It is true that a Catholic in using his
missal is taking an active part in a certain meas
ure, but it is clear from the context of Motu Pro-
prio and subsequent Papal documents that this is
not what the Popes meant. They meant and mean
active external participation when, as Pius XI says
they are no longer “silent spectators.” This gen-
eration has seen the rise of two perversions of the
true concept of society, Totalitarianism and Com-
munism. The answer to these is to make Catho-
lics realize that they too are a society — a com-
munity and even more than that — a vital organ-
ism bound together and to Christ by the life-giv-

ing flow of faith and sanctifying grace. If we have

been dilatory in presenting a common front to
these caricatures of the doctrine of the Mystical
Body of Christ it is because we have not succeeded
in welding Catholics together in their prayer. Ac-
tio sequitur esse — you may whip up a tempo-
rary enthusiasm for some particular action de-
manding a common front, but that is a passing
enthusiasm — you have only to see the results in
Trade Union elections to see how difficult it is to
make Catholics think socially and it is simply be-
cause their prayer is not social. They are just so
many individuals at Mass. It is not sufficient to
tell them they are one in Christ — you have to
make them live that truth. You may preach week-
in and week-out that the Mass is their sacrifice
and not merely the priests, but you have to make
them “act” the Mass. It is not sufficient to tell
them that the Mass is a social act of worship, it
has to look a social sacrifice. It may take some
time to change the mentality of a priest who al-
ways refers to “his” Mass, but until this social
concept of Mass is realized and put into effect we
cannot expect Catholic solidarity in action. And
furthermore we can only blame ourselves if many
children on leaving school start to miss Mass. The
youth at that age must be doing something. It is
all very well to think of the mature minds who,
over the years may have acquired a certain ability
in personal prayer, but young people cannot be
expected to have that. The success of the Dia-
logue Mass depends on the attitude of the priest.
If he regards the Mass as his own affair and will
not wait for the people to make the responses or
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gabbles his Latin, the Dialogue Mass is impossible
under such conditions. But if he is prepared to re-
gard the people as a royal priesthood and a chosen
people, he will encourage them by the tone of
voice he uses and the help he gives them. To the
objection that the Dialogue Mass distracts the
priest, that can only be raised by one who has no
experience of it. The people merely answer him
or recite the vocal parts of the Mass with him. So
far from distracting him it helps him to concen-
trate on what he is saying. As for the silent parts
— the people are silent when he is silent. More
frequently one hears the objection that the Dia-
logue Mass distracts the people. But this is not so
— it might distract them from their own prayers,
but not from the Mass. Some of the old people
might not like it for a time, but experience in
every part of the world has shown that the young
and the middle-aged do like it. Soldiers who ex-
perienced the Dialogue and Sung Masses of the
natives up in New Guinea and the other islands
during the war are loud in their praise of such
masses. But whatever the objections raised, the
fact of the matter is that the Church has designed
the Mass for congregational participation and the
Popes have demanded it. What about the pride
and disobedience involved in refusing the people
their right?

The Dialogue Mass is the first step in parish
worship. After some time the people will be ready
for the more ideal form — the Sung Mass, but the
whole affair needs the leadership and encourage-
ment of the priest.

The Diocese

What can be done on the Diocesan level? A
great deal, for while a priest here and there might
want to do something along the lines outlined
above, many more will embark on it if they feel
they have the encouragement and approval of the
Bishop. Pope Pius XII in Mediator Dei has this
to say: —

“We therefore exhort you, Venerable Breth-
ren, in your dioceses or within the sphere of your
jurisdiction, to see that the way in which the
faithful take part in the liturgy conforms to the
rules laid down in the Missal and the instruc-
tions issued by the Congregation of Rites and
in the Code of Canon Law; so that everything
shall be conducted with due order and seemli-
ness and no private individual, even though he
be a priest, be allowed to use the church for the
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purpose of arbitrary experiments. To this end

We desire that besides a Commission for the

regulation of sacred music and art, each diocese

should also have a Commission for promoting
the liturgical apostolate, so that under your
watchful care the instructions of the Apostolic

See may in all things be observed.”

I would like to stress the words “a Commission
for promoting the liturgical apostolate;” it is then
not only a question of maintaing regularity and
uniformity but also a question of encouragement,
guidance and leadership. Once such a commis-
sion is established, experience shows that priests
gain confidence in bringing the liturgy into the
lives of the people. They don’t feel “Lone
wolves” in their apostolate and you find various
groups of priests gathering together to study the
liturgy and its application to parochial life.

One of the most important diocesan contribu-
tions to this end is the setting of a syllabus of
Gregorian Chant and Hymns to be learnt in the
Schools and appointing someone, preferably a
priest, to visit the schools and see that the syllabus
is taught. Such a syllabus should not be heavy
otherwise the teachers feel unable to cope with its
requirements. But in the dioceses of Australia
where a syllabus has been set and inspected, the
parochial clergy have found automatically present-
ed to them a means of performing the ceremonies
worthily. The whole drive in a diocese must be to
make the people realize in this prayer their union
with Christ.

The Nation

Under the heading of the national level at which
the liturgy be encouraged there are several prob-
lems which can make or mar the spiritual life of
this continent.

The chief of these is the question of seminaries
and novitiates and indeed any religious house
where priests or teachers are trained. There is no
doubt that if a seminarist or religious receives the
right training during those formative years, the
spiritual life of the Church is truly safe guarded.
Unfortunately it is true that in this part many of
these training grounds have given scant attention
to the prayer and ceremonies of the Church. Lit-
urgy classes are often mere classes in rubrics with
little teaching of the historical development or
spiritual basis of liturgical prayer. Many students
on entry to the college, are branded as “crocks”
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or “crow” and they are excluded from participa-
tion in chant classes and sung masses. Religious
houses are notable for the absence of High Mass
and solemn ceremonies even where numbers make
it an easy matter. Religious are sent out to teach
in schools well versed in teaching secular subjects
and the catechism, but ignorant of the very prayer-
life of the Church.

Pius XI in his Apostolic Constitution had this
to say:

“In seminaries and in other houses of study
for the formation of the clergy, both secular
and regular, there should be frequent, an almost
daily lecture or practice — however short — in
Gregorian chant and sacred music. If this is
carried out in the spirit of the liturgy, the stu-
dents will find it a relief rather than a burden
to their minds, after the study of the more ex-
acting subjects.”

Pius XII in Mediator Dei follows this up with the
following admonition: —
“Make it your special care, (Venerable
Brethren) that the clergy of the rising genera-
tion, while trained in ascetics, theology, Canon
Law and pastoral studies, shall be correspond-
ingly taught to understand liturgical ceremonies,
to appreciate their majesty and beauty and give
careful study to the rubrics. Such training is
desirable, not only for its educational value, not
only for its utility in enabling the young student
when the time comes, to carry out the rites of
our religion with due order, seemliness and dig-
nity, but also, and especially as a means of edu-
cating him in the closest possible union with
Christ the Priest, so that being the minister of
holy things, he may himself be holy.”
This plea comes up time and time again from the
Sovereign Pontiffs and this equally applies to all
religious to whom the training of Catholic youth
is to be entrusted. It is important that this be real-
ized by religious orders, for not infrequently it
happens that instead of being a help to build up
the sacramental life of a parish, they allow their
energies to be directed to the propagation of par-
ticular devotions, which, though legitimate, are
secondary to the primary and indispensable source
of the true Christian spirit which is the active par-
ticipation in the sacred mysteries.

To encourage and supervise these developments
it would seem desirable that there be established
an Episcopal Committee for Liturgy which would
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stress the importance of the prayer-life of the
church, and which would ensure the balance be-
tween public worship and private devotions to be
maintained, and that those entrusted to the care
of souls be trained to nourish those souls accord-
ing to the mind of our Holy Mother the Church.
Protestations of loyalty to the Holy See mean very
little when, in a matter effecting the very basis of
the spiritual life of the church, small heed is paid
to the repeated call of the Sovereign Pontiff.

Conclusion

It would trespass on your time to review all the
possibilities and effects of a full parochial life of
community prayer and active sacramental living.
I have had time but to mention some of the im-
portant aspects of this problem. I have had no
time to mention the effect of such a life on the
apostolate of convert work, but each of this gath-
ering will recall the impressions of many converts
of his own acquaintance who have commented on
our “dumb” congregations. I have had no time to
enlarge on the place of liturgical prayer and action
in the Lay Apostolate or on the necessity of the lit-
urgy if the Church here in Australia is to reach
some maturity.?2 There is little more I can do than
summarize the work of Blessed Pius X and his suc-
cessors in pointing to the three-fold new empbhasis
in the Church—the emphasis in its theology on the
Doctrine of the Mystical Body, the emphasis in its
apostolate on the active participation of the laity
and the emphasis in its prayer on the community
life of the liturgy. In this half-century we have
witnessed a new vigour in the Church, largely the
result of the vision and drive of Pius X. If we
still fall short of his ideals, let us turn to his writ-
ings and those of his successors, let us implore his
intercession and help to guide us “to restore all
things in Christ.”

The Church is the Bride of Christ. She has
been mocked and spat upon as her Spouse was.
She has been weighed down with the sins of her
wandering children; she has been bruised and at-
tacked by her enemies. But we in our love must
seek to adorn her, to ensure that she stands forth
radiant in all her beauty. We must adorn her
with all the beauty that human mind can devise;
we must adorn her, not with cheap tinsel of a
chain-store, but with the perfection of the arts.
Let us clothe her with the beauty of our painting,
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our statuary, our architecture and our vestments,
let her through our mouths, sing her inspired love-
song to her Divine Beloved; let us be the expression
of that grand Magnificat surging up from a heart
filled with the Holy Ghost; let us present to her
Beloved and to the world in all the glory of her
model, Mary, Mother of the Bride that all the

world may exclaim:

“Who is she that cometh forth as the morning
rising, bright as the sun, fair as the moon, terrible
as an army set in battle array.”

T

2 Organization following Jocist principles have forgot
ten that the liturgical life of the Church is a funda-
mental principle of Jocist spiritual training. Directors of
Legion of Mary Praesidia do not stress sufficiently the
phases of Praetorian membership which emphasize this
prayer-life of the Church.

SACRED MUSIC SERVICE
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SACRED MUSIC SERVICE
166 West 48th St. New York 36, N. Y.

LOUIS HUYBRECHTS
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Buffalo 2, N. Y
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LABORER IN THE VINEYARD

EDWARD  STRUBEL'S
i devotion to the cause of
. Church Musicin America
is revealed in the length
and quality of his service.
In recognition of his
steadfastness and mu-
sicianship, His Holiness
Pope Pius XII, confer-
red on him the medal
“Pro Ecclesia et Ponti-
fice” on the occasion of
Lo his Golden Jubilee as
Edward Strubel organist of the Mother of
God Church in Covington, Kentucky, in 1945.
Mr. Strubel looks upon this coveted award as the
high point in his long career in the vineyard of
Church Music.

He was born in Bavaria, Germany, on the
fourth day of April, 1875. After spending his
early years in study at the seminaries of Wuerzburg
and Spever he came to America in 1894. He
set up a music studio in New Albany, Indiana,
for one vear after which he moved to Coving-
ton to accept the post of organist and choir
director at the Mother of God Church in that
city.  With the exception of the year 1905-6
during which he was organist at St. Anthony
Church in New York City, he has been and still
is fulfilling his musical assignments at the Mother
of God Church in Covington.

Through the years he has varied his church
music routine by conducting musical societies in
concerts and by composing secular music. It was
while conducting one such group that he wrote
the composition “When Evening Shadows Gath-
er.” The piece won first prize in a national con-
test for original American choral music. The com-
position was performed under his direction at a
choral festival in Chicago by a choir of 4000 men
and again in Philadelphia by a chorus of 5000
men.

His efforts at church music composition include
several published works which are listed below.
Among these special mention should be made of
the “Three Latin Motets in honor of the Blessed

Virgin Mary” which he composed on the occasion
of his receiving the papal award mentioned above.
He dedicated these motets to His Excellency, the
Most Reverend William T. Mulloy, D.D., Bishop
of Covington, who made the presentation of medal.

For many years Mr. Strubel shared the church
music spotlight with his brother, Rt. Rev. Msgr.
Johann Strubel, who was Director of the Cathe-
dral Choir in Wuerzburg, Germany. Monsignor
Strubel died in 1948.

At the present time Mr. Strubel lives with his
wife in Covington. His two living children are
married and live close by. There is his son Ed-
ward G. who lives in Ludlow, Kentucky and his
daughter Mrs. Walter Kuehn who resides in Cin-
cinnati.

Among his close friends over the years was John
B. Singenberger, founder of the American Caeci-
lian Society and this CAECILIA Magazine.

We have many reasons, therefore, to be proud
to include Edward Strubel among the distin-
guished church musicians, a recital of whose
achievements have appeared on these pages. His
example is indeed an inspiration to us all. May
God’s choicest blessings continue to come to him
in abundance.

Published Compositionsghy Edward Strubel

McLAUGHLIN & REILLY COMPANY
Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart for Unison Voices
and Organ
Same arranged for SATB Voices and Organ
Three Latin Motets in honor of the Blessed Virgin
Mary for Four Men’s Voices
Benediction Manual (Eight Latin Eucharistic Motets)
for Four Men’s Voices

J. FISCHER & BRO.
Ecce Sacerdos Magnus for Four Men’s Voices
TLaudate Dominum for Four Men’s Voices
Secular Music

THEODORE PRESSER COMPANY
(All for Four Men’s Voices)
When Evening Shadows Fall
Thou’rt a Lovely Flower
The Rainy Day
The Wild Honeysuckle

¥
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TEACHING CHRISTMAS CAROLS

A GOOD CLASSROOM EXERCISE IN PREP-
aration for Christmas would be to have the
pupils list in simple prose sentences the ideas con-
tained in the common carols and hymns. In doing
so they will observe which of these songs contain
real doctrine and which are banal and sentimental.
They will be able to draw up a final list of the
most important elements in the Christmas celebra-
tion and so pay more atention to these as they sing
the hymns and carols. They will become more
aware of the central facts: that the Child is the
Son of God, the King, the Savior, the Son of the
Virgin Mary, and that He has come to transform
those who receive Him so that they can share in
His own divine, heavenly life. They will strive to
make sincere the words they sing of joy, triumph,
praise, adoration, reverence, gratitude, and the
love and cheer which they share with others in this
great celebration.

A good companion exercise would be to list the
ideas expressed in the chants of the Christmas
Masses. One good outcome of this would be that
they would see the incongruity of singing such
things as “Away in a Manger,” while the priest
is declaring at the altar, “He shall be called Won-
derful, God, the Prince of Peace, the Father of the
world to come: of whose reign there shall be no
end.”

Perhaps the best of the carols for content, one
that can serve as a measure for the others, is
“Hark the herald angels sing.” What is their
song? “Glory to the new-born King.” He is the
One who created the world and now he has en-
tered His own creation. He has become one of us.
He is then our King. “Peace on earth and mercy
mild, God and sinners reconciled.” The Kingdom
had revolted from the King and now He enters
His Kingdom. Does He come to punish? No. He
comes to bring mercy and peace. Sinful man is to
be reconciled with God. The Son of God has be-
come man to be the Mediator between God and
men. No wonder then that we sing at this time,
“Joyful all you natidns rise, join the triumph of
the skies. With angelic hosts proclaim, Christ is
born in Bethlehem.” The King has come from
heaven and brings the very life of heaven upon
earth. Our voices now are joined with those of
the angels. This is the gift for which we thank
God in the Preface and Sanctus of every Mass.

Advent-Christmas Mediator 1952
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OURMUSIC
THIS MONTH

Testimonials of Blessed Pius Tenth in this jubilee year
of the Motu Proprio have taken many forms. Choir
demonstrations, operettas, concerts, schools of sacred mu-
sic and the celebration of Mass with congregations par-
ticipating have all been used throughout the country to
point up the significance of the musical instructions which
this saintly pontiff promulgated to the Universal Church
just fifty years ago. Many hymns, too, were composed in
his honor by skillful poets and musicians. Three of these
were selected this past year and published, and are in-
cluded in the music supplement. These testimonials in
the form of hymns appearing now when the Pius X Jubi-
lee Year, as it has been called, is coming to a close, re-
mind us of the impressive amount and quality of music
practised and performed with special devotion over the
past few months. Such performances have expressed the
musician’s way of honoring the memory of his patron.

The Church, too, has a special way of honoring the
memory of one of her chosen sons, namely, to include
his name among those of the saints. As we read over the
text of these hymns we pause to pray for and consider
the prospect of Pius Tenth’s canonization, which reports
lead us to believe, is imminent.

TO RESTORE ALL THINGS IN CHRIST by Sister
M. Florentine, P.H.J.C.; for Unison Voices and Organ.
Cat. No. 1936; price 12 cts. (on a card) Text by Sister
M. Miriam, P.H.J.C.

HYMN IN HONOR OF BLESSED PIUS TENTH by
Sister M. Theophane, O.S.F., for Unison Voices and
Organ. Cat. No. 1933; price 12 cts. (on a card) Text
by Sister M. Aquinette, O.S.F.

BLESSED PIUS TENTH by Achille P. Bragers; for
Unison, Two Equal or Four Mixed Voices; contained in
the Pius Tenth Hymnal — Cat. No. 1800. Text by
Mother C. Maguire, R.S.C.]J.

In order to hail the Marian Year which is just ahead,
two selections of music are presented that should serve
choirmasters well. There is a